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CHAPTER ONE 
INTRODUCTION 
The influence of mass media on education is too obvious 
to be debated. The radio and the magazine world through 
the efforts of the Adve~tising Council have done much to 
a waken the nation to the crisis in education. Newspapers 
here and there throughout the United State s have risen to 
the defence of education• s problems. However, the slow-
ness of the public torespond raises the question whether 
there is enough solidarity of favor f or the public schools 
to result in a considerable and p e rmanent improvement of 
school conditi ons. 
I. THE PROBLEM 
Statement of the problem. This thesis endeavors to deter-
mine the attitude of the press in Rho d e Island toward p ub-
lic school education in the period from July 1, 1943 to 
June 30, 1948. The study has been conducted by a reading 
of the editorial columns and e di tori al cartoons of the six 
daily newspapers for the period under consideration. 
It is hoped that this analysis of edi torial opinion 
will be of as s istance in the following areas: 
(1) in det e rmining if the educators of Rhode Island 
are receivin g the support of the press in their 
-1-
endeavors in the field of education . 
(2) in discovering how educators and the press may work 
together for an improv ement of the public school 
system. 
Source of the problem. Charles R· Foster, Jr. 's doctoral 
dissertatio~1 at Harvard Uni versity is the dire ct stimulus 
to this study . In this dissertation and in the book which 
follows the dissertation, Foster has studied the editorial 
treatment of education in twenty-five of the lar~est news-
papers in the United States during the depression period 
from 1930~1934. Foster' s study does not include any Rh ode 
Island newspaper. Hence any conclusions he arrives at may 
be assumed for the Rhode Island press . 
2 
Importanc e of the problem. Six daily newspapers cover the sta~ 
Of these only the Providence Journal-Evening Bulletin has 
any extensive state-wide circulation. The other five papers, 
limited as they are in scope of ciraulation, are scattered 
from northwestern Rhode Island (The woonsocket Call) to the 
most souther nly part of the state (The sun in Westerly). 
The Newport News with its circulation throughout Newport 
County, the Pawtuxet Valley Times at \Nest Warwick, and the 
Pawtucket Times of Pawtucket are the other newspapers whose 
1/ Foster, Charles R·, Jr. Editorial Treatment of Education 
in the American Press, Cambridge: Harvard University 
Press, 1938, pp . 303. 
3 
policies were studied. 
Though Foster's work has been closely studied and often 
paralleled, there are some outstanding differences. First, 
this study has been a review of all the chily newspapers of 
Rhode Island. Foster's study covered a nationwide sampling 
of metropolitan newspapers with tremendous circulation. 
Second, this study has been a treatment of the editorial 
opinions of the newspapers in Rhode Island from July 1, 1943 
through June 30, 1948. Whereas Fo s ter's study concerned 
the depression period with its tendencies toward conserva-
tism and disap proval of financial expenditures for the 
schools, this research included the prosperous war and 
postwar years when money was lush, when manufacturers pros-
pered, and when labor (some times even teachers) were rece i v-
ing increase after increase. 
Third, during these five years many events transpired 
in Rhode Island which had far-reaching effects on education. 
The teachers' strike reared its head as a weapon to obtain 
salary increases. Teachers weary of waiting for school 
boards and communities to act turned in desperation to 
teachers' unions. Actual strikes or threats of strike a p -
peared in Pawtucket, Richmond, Westerly, Pro~i dence, Central 
Falls, and Warwick. The sudden removal from office of one 
Director of Education and the appointment of another were 
matters of educational interest. 
4 
Other teachers' groups capitalizing on the strength 
of the union threat or encouraged by the success of various 
communities applied pressure for salary increases. For a 
period of at least one month front page articles carried 
item after item of teacher successes. 
The teachers of the state favored with a governor 
friendly to education proceeded on a tremendous campaign 
to improve the lot of the teachers, not only financially 
but from the point of job security. Legislative items fol-
lowed in quick sequence. A minimum wage law of ' 1200 was 
adopted. The pension law was revised twice so that, at 
this writing, the teachers are about ready to embark on an 
excellent contributory pension system. Tenure was assured 
the teachers who had served a probationary period of three 
years. A tremendous outpouring of the state's teachers in 
the capitol buildings in May, 1946, served as a powerful 
lobby to insure the passage of the six hundred dollar salary 
grant to teachers. In the mi dst of all the salary tumult, 
the new Director of Education pressed quietly but somewhat 
successfully for a reorganization and strengthening of a 
much understaffed state Department of Edudation. 
On these outstanding issues the newspapers of the 
state could and did take sides. Several newspapers were 
bestirred by the strike situation to take positive stands 
editorially. The change in directors of education gained 
editorial comment. Seldom within a five year period have 
the newspapers had such clear opportunities to editorialize 
on education. 
Scope of the problem. As mentioned above, the research in 
this study involved a reading and interpretati on of the 
editorials and editorial cartoons from July 1, 1943 through 
5 
June 30, 1948--a period of the last five school and legisla-
tive years. All the daily papers in the State of Rhode Is-
land were perused: 
The Providence Journal-Evening Bulletin 
The Pawtucket Times 
The woonso cket Call 
The Newport Daily News 
The Pawtu~et Valley Times ( We st Warwick) 
The Sun ( Westerly) 
1;'1/hile all editorials on education were considered, only 
those on public school education below the college level wil] 
be categorized and interpreted in relation to Fo s ter's study 
and to their influence on present -day education in Rhode 
Island. The cate g ories will parallel those determined by 
Foster, and will include the following: 
(a) Teachers (f) Purposes and vaue of edu-
(b) Pupils cation 
(c) Finance (g) Buildings and equipment 
(d) Administration (h) Adult education and exten-
(e) curriculum sion work 
(i ) Extra-Curricular activities 
(j) Vocational and professional education 
(k) Methods of teaching 
(1) Mi scellaneous 
The editori a ls on college though not analyzed, were 
6 
counted in arriving at the various percentages so that this 
study would more closely parallel Foster's. 
II PROCEDURES IN THE RESEARCH 
The editorial pages of the six Rhode Island daily news-
papers were studied beginning with the e dition of July l, 
1943 and ending with the edition of June 30, 1948. The 
Providence Journal-Evening Bulletin sunday editions were 
also perused. The files of the newspapers were searched 
for editorials on some phase of education with especial em-
phasis on the public school fiel d . Every editorial in every 
paper was read, except for fuose editorials that clearly have 
no reference to education. The editorial cartoons were also 
examined to determine if they had any relation to the school 
problem. 
Editorials quoted by the several Rhode Island newspap-
ers, and those editorials used with credit and without 
change from other newspapers were not considered in this 
study. 
The table on page seven indicates the number of editor-
ials that were included in the study and shows the proportim 
of editorials on education to all the editorials within the 
five year period. The average number of editorials was de-
termined by a sample count for a p eriod of sixty issues. 
The numbers listed in the columns headed "All Editorials 11 
I 
and 11 Educa ti on 11 are for the five -year period. 
TABLE I. PROPORTION OF EDITORIALS ON EDUCATION 
TO ALL EDITORIALS IN RHODE I SLAND DAILY NE 1r~SPA ERS 
1/ Ail 
New spaper- Editorials Education Percentage 
V'IC 3150 80 2.5 
v1s 6650 134 2.0 
PT 7500 125 1.7 
J 8840 139 1.6 
NDN 6000 80 l _. 3 
PVT 3855 35 0.9 
Totals 35995 593 1.7 
1/ The key to the abbreviations for the newspaper s listed in 
tb e f i r s t co l urn n of the above tab 1 e i s as f o ll ow s : 
we- --woonsocket call 
WS---Westerly sun 
PT---Pawtucket Time s 
PJ---Providence Journal-Evening Bulletin 
NDN-- Newport Daily News 
PVT--Pawtuxet Valley Times 
7 
This key has been used for all tables and footnotes v·vhere 
references to the various newspapers was necessary. Through -
out the study wherever it has -been necessary to refer to an 
editorial in the footnotes, the date of the editorial appears 
by number in this order: month, date, year. For example; 
\VC 9/6/45 refers to an editorial in the woonsocket c:all on 
September 6, 1945 . 
8 
~7henever an editorial was found which conc erned some 
phase of education, it was classifi ed into the categories 
mentioned above. Each editorial was also clas s ified as 
favorable, adver s ely critical, or neutral to education. 
The table below gives the summary of the critical char acter 
of the editorial s on education within the peri od of this 
study. 
TABLE II. SUMM ARY OF THE CRITICAL CHARACTER 
OF EDITORIAL REFERENCES TO EDUCATIO}~/ 
-
-References ' fo Neutral fo Adverse fo 
Favorable Favor- Neu- Adverse 
able tral 
-r 
429 64.76 82 12.35 153 22-89 
Enough of the gist of the editorial was noted on 3 X 5 
cards to determine the basic thought of the editorial writer 
and to aid in the analysis of the editorials after the com-
pletion of the research. 
The editorials on education as a whole were comp ared 
with the fi ndings of Foster to determine if the Rhode Island 
thought editorially p arallels that nationwide, and to d i s-
cover if there has been any distinct ive change in editorial 
ll The disparity in the tctals between tables one and ~o is 
due to the fact that table two include s all topical re-
ferences; e. g., one editorial may have two or three top i 
cal references. 
9 
thinking on education since 1930. 
There was especial interest in obtaining the reaction 
of the editorial writers to the major steps in the Rhode Is-
land educational march within the five year period. 
After the edi torials had been collected and analyzed, a 
questionnaire was sent to the editorial staffs of t he several 
newspapers to determine the editorial policies on education, 
the editorial procedures in general, and the relat i ons of the 
editorial and newspaper staffs toward the school authorities. 
The questions to be asked were largely determined by informa-
tion obtained from a study of the research and relevant lit-
erature on editorial poli cy,(a copy of this questionnaire ap-
pears in the Appendix). From the answers to this question-
naire appeared information which may be mlpful to school .of-
ficials and to newspapermen alike. 
Four replies were received to this first questionn a i re . 
These replies were from the four newspapers whos e quantita-
tive interest in educational subjects editorially outranked 
the remaining two newspapers. 
A month later a second questionnaire was mailed to the 
superintendent of schools in each of the six communi ties re-
presented by a local daily newspaper. To this questionnaire 
there were also four replies, but in this case the two com-
munities not replying were different from those that failed 
to return the first questionnaire . 
10 
Accompanyi ng both questionnaires was a personal letter 
to each of the editorial wri ters and to each of the s uperin- 1 
tendent s in an attempt to i n crease the number of returns. 
The newspapers not replying were contacted again in an en-
deavor to obtain one hundred per cent participation in the 
study. 
Though only six questionnaires were used, these six 
questi onnaires were sufficient to obtain most of th e inform-
ation needed. Only six n ewspapers and six communities were 
concerned. Member s of the editorial staffs on each news-
paper, and superintendents in each of the six communitie s 
were contacted. 
The returns received in each case were sixty-six and 
two-thirds perce n t. However, all of the six communities 
shared in th e study either throu gh the reply to the question-
naire to the editorial staffs or through the reply to the 
questionnaire t o the s uperintendents. Hence it was possible 
to obtain an overall picture of the editorial policies and 
school-press relations in the six communities. 
The material f or the se questionvaires was primarily an 
o u tgrovvth of the research, the analysis of the Rhode Island 
newspaper editorials on education, and the bacl<.ground read-
ing on the newspaper s and their editorial proc edur es and in-
fluences. Since both questionnaires were sent to the same 
communities and s ince the questionnaire to the superintendeD~ 
ll 
was based primarily on the analysis of the research and the 
results of the first questionnaire, it was possible to get 
the opinions of the e di tori al writers and the super intendents1 
on essentially the same questions. 
CHAPTER TWO 
REVIEW OF RESE,ARCH 
The research directly or even remotely rel a ted to the 
sub j ect of this study is decidedly limited. The outstand-
ing work already mentioned and which will be referred to 
frequently in the pages ahead is Foster's doctor a l disserta-
1/ 
tion and his subsequent book on the dissertation.- Foster 
made a study of editorials on education in twenty-five of 
the leading American newspap ers from 1931-1935. Among the 
many facts he found were the following: 
1. 8,939 editorials on education appeared over a five-
year period. 
2. Of all editorials three and one-half percent were 
on education. 
3. One-fourth of all editorials on education were ad-
versely critical; three-fourths were either favor-
able or neutral. 
4. Education costs, purposes of education , value of 
e ducation, efficie ncy and personnel share the cen-
ter of e di tori al a tten ti on. 
5. Little editorial attentio n is paid t o what is done 
in schools or how it is done. 
6. College football has the large share of editori a l 
attention -- athletics and general value and pur-
poses of education vie for first place in frequency 
of mention . 
7 . Items practically ignored by the press include: 
- specific school subjects 
- methods and procedures used in teaching 
- measurement of the outcomes in instruction 
- vocational education 
- success or failure of students 
- characte r education 
- vocational guidance 
!1 Foster, Charles R·, Jr. Editorial Tre a tment of Education 
in the American Press, Cambridge: Harvard University 
Press, 1938, pp. 303 
12 
13 
- controversial issues in classroom teaching 
- non-promotion and failures 
- tenure of teachers 
- special education for haridicapped 
- adult education 
8. The press is ill-informed about issues of consider-
able significance to the public school system. 
9. Eighty percent of editorials on the cost of educa-
tion are unf avorable. 
10. B/oards of education are subject to adverse criti-
cism more than to favorable criticism. 
11. Comment on teachers and administrators is generally 
favorable. 
12. Higher education ranks high in frequency of comment-
-- in some newspapers two-thirds of the editorials 
on education relate to the college level -- one-
third of the editorial comments deal with higher 
education. 
A careful study of the Review of Educational Research 
issues from 1923 to the present indicates only a small 
amount of research even remotely related to this work. An 
analysis of other sources of relevant material shows only a 
very limited rea~arch in this field. The research follows. 
Grinnell1 / found that accurate school news is difficul t 
to secure and that the major part of it is obtained through 
the efforts of newspaper reporters. student reporters are 
the greatest contributors. Grinnell soundly criticizes the 
attitude of school authorities toward the newspapers. 
Brisco~1in his study of news stories on education in 
nineteen cities of 4000-8000 population in Missouri reveal.s 
!7 Grinnell, J. E., Newspaper Publicity for Public Schools of 
Minnesota, Unpublished Master's Thesis, University of 
Minnesota, 1925. 
~/Briscoe, A· 0., A Newspaper Publicity Policy for City 
School system, Unpublished Master's Thesis, University of 
Missouri, 1923. 
:1, 4 
that athletics leads in the amount of publicity with f aculty 
and parent-teacher associations next in order of frequency. 
Greater amounts of school news go with greater school accom-
plishments and with a better quality of teachers. 
1/ 
~arlin! sees a need for better organized news efforts 
on the part of the schools in his doctorate on a study of 
s chool news and school advertising over a period of seven-
teen months. 
2/ Farley,- now an outstanding figure in school public 
relations, in his columbia research, claims the public is 
most interested in the following phases of education: 
pupil progress, instructional method, pupil health, course& 
of study, and value of education. Except for the last men-
tioned Foster finds the newspapers show little or no edi-
torial interest in these aspects of education. 
A National Educational Association Research Bulletin 
though not primarily concerned with the newspapers' attitude 
toward education, reveals some facts, which emphasize the 
need for a better understanding between the press and educa-
tors. 
Many citizens are ap parently unaware of 
J:./ Garlin, R. E'., A study of Educational Publicity in Texas 
Newspapers, Unpublished Doctor's Dissertation, University 
of Texas , 19 26 . 
iJ Farley, Belmont, What to Tell the People About the Public 
Schools, 'l'eachers' College, Columbia, C;ontributions to 
Education, No. 355, 1929. 
the objectives refjiving major emphasis 
in schools today.-
is a major contention of the Bulletin. On the important 
subject of school finance, the Bulletin states-, 
The public generally is not ra1s1ng ob-
j ec ti ons to school expenditures. In 
fact, a substantial number, particularly 
among the younger people, favor increas-
ing the amounts of tax money allotted to 
educational purposes ---- There is, how-
ever, considerable indecision based un-
doubtedly upon a lack of i~jormation on 
school and public finance.-
This is an important statement since roster's study 
shows that school expenditures lead in the subjects that 
receive the adverse criticism of the newspaper world. 
Fine, 3/ a newspaper man himself, presents interesting 
insights on this problem. Discussing the overemphasis of 
lq 
educational publicity on extracurricular activities he write 
I believe that serious significant aspects 
of education can be portrayed in a manner 
that the public !~11 find both interesting 
and instructive.- . 
Later he presents an important commentary on the editorial 
policy of newspapers, 
Sometimes the newspaper in the community, 
irked at the school officials' attitude 
toward the press, starts a crusade 
against education in general and singles 
1/ National Education Association, What People Think About 
Youth and Education, Research Bulletin XVIII, No. 5, 
November 1940, P. 201. 
2/ Ibid, p. 209 3/ Fine, Benjamin, School Publicity,N.Y. 
4/ Ibid, p.XII ,Preface Harper Bros., 1943, pp.405. 
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out the local school in particular .. !/ 
Fine hits at one of the problems in educational report-
ing, 
Reporters understand news, but too frequent-
ly they do not know modern education. 
Many reporters who are assigned to cover 
educational conferences or meetings have 
no background relating to educational 
news; 2jo them, it is just another assign~ ment.-
And again, Fine says, 
In many newspapers the assignment to the 
school beat3}s regarded as something to be avoided.-
On the subject of editorials on education Fine notes 
that t he educational editorial is the least used of all news 
releases by school news bureaus. But he challenges, 
s ·ome of the best editorials in the field 
of education have been written as are-
sult of suggestions and help given by 
the publicity off ice.4/ 
Fine urges educators not to overlook the power of the 
press, 
The educational world has not as yet 
learned the importance of the press, 
nor has it discovered that education 
will grow and expand only as the pub-
lic becomes conscious5Jf education's i nfluence on society.-
A poor publicity program has had a bad effect on educa-
tional progress, 
1/ Ibid, p. 8 
2/ Ibid, p. 16 
3/ Ibid, p 104 
4/ Ibid, p: 175 
.§/ Ibid, p. 304 
Much of the educational retrenchment, 
salary cuts and p oor school support 
that have di s t re ssed many comm unities 
in recent years can b e traced directly 
to the lacl< of any1jidequate farseeing publicity pro gram .-
Thoma~/ substan tiates Farley's 1929 work. He co~ude s 
t hat there is a need for i mproving greatly th e qual ity of 
newspaper infor mation published concerning the s chools. 
THE NEWSPAPER EDITOR I AL 
A study such as t h is wou l d not b e comple t e without some 
i ns igh t into the working s of the press with especial atten-
ti on g iven to the editorial page of the newspaper. 
There ha s been a tendency of late to belittle the power 
of t he editorial a nd the newspaper in general as a moulder 
of public opinion. Nothing has done more in this be littling 
process t han the recent presidential election. Dr. Robert 
M. Hutchins, chancell or of the University of Chicago, i n a 
speech to newspaper editorial writers s tated, 
People buy newspa~ers for a variety of 
reasons: to keep up with their favorite 
comic strip, to learn who won the fifth 
race, or to see what's on sale at the 
department stores. 3yhey do not buy them for the editori als .-
17 
Life41magazine, itself a p oor prophet and an inef f ective 
1/ 
2/ 
3/ 
4/ 
Ibid, P· 18 
Thomas, William J., A study of the Intere sts of the Read-
ers of Public Sch o ol Newspaper Publicity, Unpublished 
Doctor's Dissertation, University of Pittsburgh , 1944, 
177 pp. 
Speech at Cleveland, Dec. 1948 
Life-Jan.24,1949-Vol.26,No.4-U.S.Editorials Speak, p. 30. 
i nfluence in the last election, speaks editorially, 
Judged by the returns of November 2,1948, 
they (the editorialists) are a remarkably 
uninfluential crew. The stigma of failure 
is upon them --- fai lure to guess the tone 
and temper of the voting majority, failure 
to persuade a critical number of the ma-
jority that the wtax and spend» philoso-
phy of government has its pitfalls and 
limitations ------. 
But the same writer sees hope in the dark picture, 
But just as the voic e of the majority 
is not always the Voice of God, the 
voice of the minority is not necf9sarily 
the voice of the devil----------=.t 
18 
Al so critical and denunciatory in his discussion of the 
press is Oswald G. Villar~1when he says the press 11 was once 
a profession, but is now a business.» · He sees an alarming 
decrease in the power and number of the newspaper dailies, 
The outstanding fact in any survey of 
the American press is the steady and 
alarming decrease in the number of 
dailies. consolidation, suppression, 
and a strong drift tow~i'r,d monopoly 
are taking their toll._ 
Villard notes that despite strong population increases 
there were only 1754 dailies in 1944 compared to 2042 in . 
1920, and 1933 in 1930. 
He decries the tendency in newspapers toward standari-
zation such as that practiced by many newspapers who receive 
1/ Ibid, p. 30 
2/ Villard, Oswald G., -The Disappearing Daily,- New York: 
-(Alfred A· Knopf, Inc., 1944) 
2_/ Ibid, p. 3 
,, 
19· 
their editorials from a central source, e. g ., the Newspaper 
Enterprise Association. Many editors receive such editorial 
without any critical examination whatever as to their cor-
rectness. Villard claims, 
----nowhere is the drift toward stan-
dardization more marked than in the 
editorial pages, unless it be in the 
first pages ---- Just as there is no 
1 onger any de sire to make newspapers 
distinctive for individuality and for 
originality in the presentation of news, 
so many of the proprietors are influ-
enced by this trend not to have strik-
ing personalitier;in charge of their 
editorial pages.-
Continuing the attack on the weakness of editorial opinion, 
Villard quotes Irving Brant, editorial page editor of the 
St. Louis Star-Times, 
Taken as a whole, the newspapers of 
America furnish no driving force for 
social reform. They are a positive 
handicap in economic reform ---- It 
is impossible to point to one impor-
tant constructive step in the last 
eight years which represents either 
the inventiveness, the initiative, 
or the supporting activity of the 
American press.21 
Harsh words ind·eed from one newspaperman to ~thers! 
Villard points to an appalling loss of prestige and 
influence of the newspapers as indicated clearly in the neg-
lect of editorial advice on the cond~ct of national affairs . 
.!I 
2/ 
Ibid, p. 7 
Ibid, p. 8 (Speech delivered at University of Colorado 
College of Journalism, May 8, 1937) 
2 0 I 
In 1936, seventy-one percent of t he press circulation in 
fifteen large cities read anti-Roosevelt newspapers, yet 
only thirty-one percent of the voters cast ballots for Land-
on. The bulk of the press in 1940 was anti-Roosevelt with 
no resulting influence on the fate of the election. 
Villard would have made capital use of the overwhelming up-
set of the press in 1948. 
Does this loss of editor ial prestige indicate the 
study of editorial criticism of education wi ll produce no 
indicative information? Not necessarily. Perhaps, this 
very lack of editorial inf luence is significant. Merrimen 
points out, 
Readers no longer care to be told what 
to think or for whom to vote. They l/ 
want help in thinking things through.-
If t his is true, is this not one of the most significant 
features of the editorial page? The very stand some news-
papers take edito r ially may be sufficient to lead its read-
ers to the opposite action. A s tudy of the editorial posi-
tion of the Rhode Island newspapers on controversial issue s 
in education will throw some light on this theory. 
In the midst of this slander of the press and ·its edi-
torial department stands the figure of Chief' Justice Charles 
Evans Hughes as he proclaims, 
];/ Merrimen, Lee M., Between Deadlines, (Boston: B'.:enj. H. 
Sanborn & Co. , 1941), p. 247. 
---to the press alone, chequered as it 
is with ci>uses, the world is indebted for 
all the triumphs which have been gained 
by reas?n and r~manity over error and 
oppression;----/ 
11 Majority op1n1on, Near vs. Minnesota ex. rel. Olson, 
28 3 u. s. 6 97 • 
2l 
CHAPTER III 
TEACHERS~/ 
Most school administrators would probably agree that 
a most important cog in the picture, if not the most im-
portant, is the teacher. Significant, therefore, is the 
editorial interest in t eachers, which ranks this topic at 
the head of all the subjects in the public school field 
that receive editorial mention. Only the editorials on 
College are more numerous. Foster's study fi nd s the topic 
of nteachers" to rank fourth with 10.9~ of all editorials 
on education. The Rhode Island editorials give 14.1~ of 
the editorials on education to 11 t eachers". 
The table below indicates the type of critical opinion 
tha t the six Rhode Island newspapers individually and as a 
group adopt toward the subject of nteachersn. The last 
column shows the relative ram.k of 11 teachers" as compared 
with the other major educational topics which receive edi-
torial attention. 
The popularity of this topic is readily evident when 
it is noted that three of the six newspapers use the subject 
of nteachers" more oft en than any other editorial references 
to education. Only the Newport Daily News fails to rank 
this topic among the leaders. 
1/ Chapters III through XI I follow very closely the proce -
dures used by Foster in the analysis of the editorials in 
his ~ study . Title headings for the chapters are similar . 
TABLE III. TOPICAL REFERENCES TO TEACHERS I N THE 
EDITORIALS OF THE DAILY NEWSPAPERS OF RHODE ISLAND. 
Newspaper Total Favorable Neu t ral Adversely Rank 
Critical 
PJ I 37 20 2 15 1 
PT 25 20 1 4 l 
ws 19 13 a 3 l 
we 7 6 0 1 4 
PVT 4 3 1 0 3 
NDN 2 1 0 1 8 
Total 94 63 7 24 l 
THE TEACHER SHORTAGE 
During the period covered by this study Rhode Island 
experienced a shortage of teachers which became so acute 
that many clas srooms were teacher l ess and children were put 
into overcrowded Classrooms to provide some type of education. 
Editorial interest in the shortage ap pears frequently . An 
editorial in the westerly sun is typical of the situation 
that prevailed. 
There are about seventy thousand teachers 
needed and the dearth is expected to be 
much greater when fall comes and all the 
schools try to get ~Y something like a 
normal basis again.-
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The Providence Journal sees little hope of easing the short-
age with a prediction that it will get worse before it gets 
2/ better.- So acute does the situation become that a New 
Hampshire superintendent resorts to newspaper advertising 
for teachers, a rarely used procedure for hiring teachers. 
Solutions are suggested to overcome the shortage. 
There is need to restore the dignity 
of the teacher in the eyes of students 
and parents. Higher pay would help to 
encourage and give incentive to fine 
young people to 3~nter the profession 
and stay in it.-
If former teachers would return to the profession, it would 
help to relieve the shortage. 4/ 
Not al l is pessimism, however. Providence has enough 
of a surplus that the Journal suggests that it would be 
help f ul and wise to loan teachers to communities that are 
faced with an acute teacher shortage.~/ w-oonsocket also 
finds itself better off than most communities. 
1/ ws 
2/ PJ 
The remedy is much easier to find than 
to apply. It is teacher wage scales 
which restore education to the list 
of financially attractive pursuits.---
teacher s have suffered perhap s more than 
any other segment o[;the wage frozen 
white-collar class.-
7/20/44 
8/23/44 
3/ PT 
4/ PJ 
12/13/43 
12/31/43 
5/ PJ §/we 3/18/44 7/15/44 
The Pawtucket Times see s i n the shortage a promise of work 
for high school graduates i nterested in teaching. 
For those with a liking and an aptitude for 
the work, teaching will continue to draw 
young men and women who find it has attrac-
tions1p ound in no other line of human ef-
fort.-
TEACHERS' SALARIES 
Closely allied to the teacher shortage is the matter 
of teachers' salaries. During this period practically 
every community in the state took recognition of the need 
for improved teachers' salaries. The General Assembly also 
was cognizant of the crisis when it yielded to tremendous 
teach er and public pressure in passing the six hundred 
dollar state grant for teachers•. 
The Pawtuxet Valley Times sees a great loss to the 
children because of low teachers' salaries'. 
One out of every six school children in 
this country will be the victim of an 
incom~etent teacher during the coming 
year--/ 
The Woonsocket Call sides with the teachers. 
It is a sad commentary on our intelli-
gence when we force our school teachers 
to take outside job s to keep the wolf 
from the door.--- In New York they say 
s eventy percent of the male teachers are 
taking outside employment. One of them 
makes fifty dollars a week teaching 
school and sixty do~}ars a week as a 
bartender at night.~ 
.!/ PT 8/1 7 I 46 .f:./ PVT 9/6/46 3/ we 12/18/46 
Again the woonsocket Call is critical of public apathy. 
It is a strange commentary on our 
vaunted way of life that we offer 
the least reward for the most en-
during values. 
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T~e Pawtucket Times suggests that the most valuable obser-
vance of Education Week would be the improving of the lot 
1/ 
of' the teacher, both in prestige and salary.- The si tua-
tion is "passing from that of a national disgrace to that 
of a national problem" . .E/ Even the city of Warwick, one of 
Rhode Island's largest communities faces a teacher short-
b f 1 1 . 3/ age ecause o ow sa arles.-
The Rhode Island teachers propose to do something 
about the problem. A strike is threatened in Central Falls. 
A state-wide request results in a demand for a six hundred 
dollar increase for all teachers to be financed by the 
5/ 
state.- The six hundred dollar raise is 
6/ 7/ 
Teachers in Westerly,- in Pawtucket,- in 
not suffi cient. 
8/ 
Providence,- all 
seek greater increases through strikes or threats of strike 
Typical of the editorial attitude toward teachers' strikes 
is the stat ement of the \Jttoonsocket Call. 
1/ P1' 
2/ PVT 
3/ PJ 
9/ 
--the pupils of the schools are the losers.-
II/9/46 
12/2./46 
12/9/44 
_¥PT 
5/PT 
6/WS 
9/9/45 
9/24/46 
3/21/47 
7/ PT 
8/ PJ 
9j riC 
12/30/46 
5/7/48 
5/5/48 
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PRAISE FOR TEACHERS 
There is evidence of the appreciation of the work be-
ing done by individual teachers and groups of teachers. 
Miss Laurian Price, a Pawtucket first grade teacher, is 
1/ 
commended editorially for outstanding teaching.- Dr. 
Richard D. Allen receives posthumous praise for his excel-
lent work in the guidance of youth and in his pioneer work 
. t. 1 d t. 2/ . M b . h 1n voca 1ona e uca 1on.- Mlss ary Frenc., p1oneer orne 
teacher for the blind in Rhode Island is honored for her 
f f . 3/ h orty-two years o servlce.- Anot er Pawtucket teacher is 
paid tribute. To Miss Nellie v. Donovan, the Pawtucket 
Times writes 
To have devoted four decades to an 
activity of the mind and spirit is 
in itself an experience the richness 
of which can be measured only by 
those who have shared in it.----She 
taught because 4he was devoted to 
the profession.-1 
Teachers of other times and other places come in for edi-
torial praise for the Rhode Island newspapers. The humble 
Swiss, Pe staloz zi, is pointed to as an example for all tea-
5/ 
chers to emulate,- Abraham Lincoln's teacher is eulogized.~ 
Mrs. Elizabeth G. Vining's potential influ ence is noted as 
a teacher of the twelve year old heir to the Japanese 
1/ PT 
2/ PT 
3/6/47 
8/24/45 
3/ PJ 
4/ PT 
10/16/46 
12/4./46 
5/ V'lS 
6/ ws 
l/21/ 46 
5/6/45 
2 -8 
1/ 
throne.- Poetic is the tribute to Miss Catherine Vincent 
of New York City. 
We imagine she had been Elaine in the 
flesh and Portia and that beautiful 
creature WilfredeJf Ivanhoe fell for ---
A swell teachert-
The profession of teaching comes in for loft y praise. 
A teacher, whether one who teaches pri-
vately or in school or college, is one 
of the noblest and most useful of all 
human beings. His or her responsibili t y is 
very great, for it is tha t of molding 
character fa31more than the instructing of the mind.-
A need for a million good teachers is cited. 
This would make education expensive, but,---
education ought to be expensive. Noth~~g 
is so worthy of the community's money.~ 
The great responsibility placed in teachers is evident. 
The destiny of our race will be deter-
mined by teachers. If civilization 
fails, we must place the blame on 
teachers; if we achieve great things, 
it will be because t he teachers in the 
schools have taught great things, and 
have developped great5~inds and great hearts in the pupils.-
TEACHERS' TENURE, PENSION, AND RETIREMENT 
Within the five ye a r period from 1943 through 1938 
there was considerable te~cher and legislative a gitation 
for improved tenure and retirement conditions. The tenure 
l/ WS 
_g/ PJ 
9/22/46 
5/8/44 
3/ PT 
4/ vvs 
9/6/45 
6/16/46 
.§I ws 10/4/43. 
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bill which eventually became law was received \rith favor by 
the Providence Journal as a means to aid the schocls in get-
ting and holding good school teachers.l/ Not so favorably 
disposed is the Westerly Sun. 
Should we take away from our School 
Committee the right to fire when they 
think it is for the good of the com-
munity? This ~security" business 
seems to be overdone in some instances, 
and when it is made difficult for tea-
chers or any public officer to be re-
moved, it means that the inefficient and 
misfits may stay2pn the payroll when they ought to be off.-
Realizing the danger that misfits will be protected by the 
tenure law, the Director of Education receives editorial 
· praise for recommending the removal of incompetent teachers 
3/ before the tenure law takes effect.-
No serious opposition appears to the revision of the 
pension laws. It will serve as one way to get rid of tea-
chers who have passed their years of usefulness. 41 This 
would be possible by reducing the retirement age gradually 
t . t f. 51 b tt . t '11 tt t o s1x y- 1ve.- A e er pens1on sys em w1 a rae com-
6/ petent teachers to Rhode Island.-
TEACHER ORGANIZATIONS 
Two editorials deal with professional teachers' organi-
aations, other than those established to gain better tea-
1/ P.'J 
2/ ws 
e?!5/44 
4/15/46 
3/ PJ 
4/ PJ 
2/18/47 
4/16/48 
5/ PJ 
6/ ws 
1/29/47 
2/16/48 
3.0 
chers' salaries. One group is formed to attack the problem 
1/ . 
of racial prejudice on a national scale.- Another tries to 
solve the shortage of teachers. This is the now well-known 
Future Teachers of America. 
In these enthusiastic young people may 
be a solution for teacher shortage. 
Some people are born to teach. Others 
need to be discovered and encouraged, 
but all teachers ~Jed an early start and 
careful training.-
FREEDOM OF TEACHING 
The war brought out a consciousness of anti-American 
propaganda. This is reflected in a few editorials which 
show concern for the encroachment of communism into the 
schools. 
It is an undeniable fact that the Com-
munists have infiltrated teaching 
staffs about everywhere. It should 
be our immediate and important ta3~ 
to dig them out and dismiss them.-
There is support for the action of the New York Department 
of Education's refusal to dismiss a teacher who is a member 
of the Communist party. 
1/ PT 
2/ ws 
However, a teacher who advocates such 
principles or doctrines should be dis-
missed from the public schools of the 
state. Mere membership in the Communist 
party, however, as charged in~jhis case, 
is not grounds for dismissal.-
8/21/46 
1/23/47 
3/ NDN 
4/ PT 
2/19/47 
1/12/48 
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The statement of the superintendEd, of schools in s·chen-
ectady that teachers live like other people is discussed. 
This is where the cynic might get a chuckle.--
But isn't there truth in the suggestion 
that when teachers live as other people 
do, the public complains? The public 
expect/ a certain amount of asceticism in 
them.-
TEACHER PREPARATION 
Only scant editorial attention is paid to the matter 
of teacher preparation. One editorial objects to addition-
al money for extra degrees. 
---Many will seriously question the 
position of those who suggest an ex-
tra degree makes a teacher worth more 
money or increases the tea7cher's use-fulness in the classroom.~ 
Another writer considers the award of a master's degree to 
a teacher important enough to rate editorial approbation. 3/ 
MISCELLANEOUS 
Several unclassifiable editorials on teachers appear. 
One that will bring memories back to all teachers is that on 
the beginning teacher. 
1/ PT 
2/ PT 
At the end of the first day she will be a 
nervous wreck, shaken, discouraged, and 
full of tears, sustained only by the novle 
conviction that the fate of the country is 
in her hands---a big task for whi~~ naturally 
she will be adequately underpaid.-
6/28/44 
2/25t48 
3/ NDN 
4/ PJ 
6/5/44 
9/15/47 
32 
A criticism is leveled that teachers dress and act as 
if they were part of the clas sroom furniture. Hence a course 
for teachers is being instituted to show teachers how to 
1/ dress attractively.-
High school girls seeking a career are advised to en-
ter the field of teaching or nursing. 2/ 
The service of teachers in the issuing of ration books 
3/ 
is called a 11 pa tri otic effort . .. -
There is praise for the proposal of the Providence su-
perintendent to have private hearings for teachers accused 
. 1 t" 41 of 1mmora prac lees.-
The perfect schoolroom in Salem, Massachusetts, may 
be fine, but has care been taken to have a good teacher in 
this perfect schoolroom~/ 
Some teachers get to the point of desperation as did 
the teacher in New Jersey, who formed a society of neurotic 
6/ 
malcontents.-
SUMMARY 
Editorial comment on teachers is on the whole favorable 
What adverse critici sm there is, is chiefly leveled at those 
teachers who resort to strikes as a means of gaining salary 
increases. There is a great deal of concern over the low-
1/ PJ 
.2/ ws 
2/15/48 
9/30/46 
3/ PT 
4/ PJ 
' 
10/20/43 
3/29/45 
5/ PJ 
6/ PVT 
9/22/.45 
1/26/46 
ness of teachers' salaries. Praise for teachers is fre-
quent and sincere. The value of t eachers' tenure and bet-
ter pensions receives editorial support. There is fear 
that communism will infiltrate t eaching. 
Throughout the entire editorial comment, there is 
evidence that the importance of the teacher is realized 
and appreciated. 
CHAPTER IV 
PUPILS 
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Since schools are or should be established primarily 
for the pupils, it is not surprising to find this topic 
very prominent among the editorials on education in the 
Rhode Island newspapers, where it appears more frequently 
than every other topic except "'teacher s 11 • One of the news-
papers, the Newport Daily News, ranks it first along with 
"education in wartime"; four others have it in second 
place. Only the Providence Journal ranks it in the slLght-
ly 1 ower position of fifth. 
Whereas Foster's study found the topic of "pupilsn to 
be the fifth most popular with 9.9fo of the total editorials 
on education, the Rhode Island newepapers as a whole rate 
this topic second with a percentage of 12.15. 
The table below indicates the type of critical opinion 
that the six Rhode Island newspapers individually and as 
a group adopt toward the subject of "pupilsn. The last 
column shows the relative rank of 11pupils 11 as compared 
with the other major educational topics which receive 
editorial attention. 
I 
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TABLE IV~ .TOPICAL REFERENCES TO PUPILS IN THE 
EDITORIALS OF THE DAILY NEWSPAPERS IN RHODE ISLAND 
Newspaper Total Favorable Neutral Adversely Rank 
Gri tical 
PT 19 9 2 8 2 
NDN 18 I 17 1 0 1 I I 
I 
I 
~ s I 14 I 7 3 4 · 2 I 
I I 1NC 13 10 0 3 2 
I I 
PJ I 12 6 I 4 I 2 5 
I 
PVT 5 4 0 1. 2 
Total.s 81 53 10 18 2 
I MPORTANCE OF SCHOOL fA TTEl\JDANCE 
During the five year period covered by this study there 
were many difficulties in keeping children in school beyond 
the compulsory age of sixteen, and occasionally even below 
the compulsory age. A substantial amount of the mitorials 
on ttpupils" is concerned with this problem. 
The Pawtuxet Valley Times lceynotes the problem by stat-
who 
ing that pupils/have had an opportunity to earn big wages 
1/ 
will not want to return to school.- The Westerly sun urges 
l/ PVT 8/19/44 
pupils to resist the trend to leave school. 
Good balance means good schooling, for 
education is never lost. The world is 
full of people that wish they had more11 Do any of you ever wi sh you had less?-
36 
The responsibility of the parents to see t hat their childre 
attend school re gularly is stressed. 
---there should be no parent who will 
permit the desire for money to inter-
fere with t he child's mental develop-
ment, The schools cannot begin2jo assume the duty of the parents.-
Various types of ap peals are made to the children. 
The desire of industrialists for well-schooled work ers is 
y 
cited. A national campaign is waged to interest pupils 
in r eturning to schoo1. 41 Attendance at school as a patriot 
i c gesture is mentioned. 
School attendance until graduation 
is the best contribution to t he war 
effort/which school age youth can 
make.-
The privileges of school attendance in a democracy are not 
overlooked. 
Every boy and girl i n all this broad 
land should start out on his or her 
term with deep gr a titude for the good 
schools in his ne ighborhood and with 
the f irm purpo&J to make the most of 
his schooling.-
There is hope that the war' s end wi ll mean the return 
1/ ws 
2/ PT 
10/29/43 
10/18/43 
3/ ws 
4/ we 
9/9/43 
8/14/44 
5/ we 
6/ w·s 
9/3/43 
8/28/45 
of more pupil s to school. 
Nothing could be more dangerous to the 
futureof this nation----than the trend 
of its young folks to trade their heri-
tage of f;good educat i on for a mess of 
pottage._ 
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Not all the enticements to leave school are considered 
disadvantagous. The opportunity to profit by the work ex-
perienc e is noted. 
--one going into a modern factory or 
plant or store has a c~fnce to acquire 
much useful education.-
Nor is the Pawtucket Times alarmed by the situation, 
It is suggested that the boy or girl 
who prefers to stick to a job just now, 
just because it pays well, is making 
a mistake. But is it a mistake? That 
boy or girl is forming a habit of jhe 
highe s t value--the habit of work. 3 
The same newspaper sees a solution for the problem. 
--it seems that there are too many 
tears shed about the children and 
the empty schoolrooms. working a few 
hours will not hurt the average young 
person who goes to school for the usual 
periods.---the work-or-school habit is 
not the terrible thing4;ome peopl-e seem to want to make of it.-
Schoolmen have often been disturbed by the fac t that 
the compulsory age law keeps some pupils in school who wish 
they were far from their desks. The Pawtucket Times wonders 
if such youngs ters would not be better off picking potatoes 
.!/ we 
.:E_/ vvs 
8/23/45 
2/6) 45 
3/ PT 
4/ PT 
9/6/ 44 
9/20/44 
1/ 
and helping in the war effort.-
NOSTALGIC TOUCHES 
There are a few editorials which bring back to the 
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adult those days of yesteryear and which attempt to explode 
some of the myths that have grown around certain school 
traditions. Contrary to popular belief, the burning down 
of the schoolhouse does rot find the pupils wild with joy. 
Except for the excitement of the oc-
casion, this is probably not true. 
Few children dread going to school 
these days. There are too many 
pleasant things there and too many 
friends for them to want 2jheir school affairs interfered with.-
The willingness of youngsters to go to school is again por-
trayed. 
There may have been a few grumblers 
over the prospects of another year of 
school but by far the majority of the 
nine thousand boys and girls who re-
turned to their studies today g}d so 
willingly and in good spirits.-
An amusing, yet mildly critical, note appears in an editor-
ial on the no-school signal. 
1/ PT 
2/ NON 
Ringing the no-session signal pre-
vents the children from sitting in 
schoolrooms all day with wet clothes 
and wet feet, to catch cold or start 
more trouble. The only ones, though, 
who really stay a41home and keep dry are the teachers.-
9/20/43 
4/11/46 
3/ we 
4/ NDN 
9/11/44 
12/3/45 
BEHAVIOR OF CHILDREN 
There is editorial evidence that juvenile delinquency 
is on the increase. In most cases, however, a large share 
of the blame is directed at the parents, rather than the 
pupils or the teachers. Poor upbringing at home is criti-
cized for failing to develop a sense of responsibility. 
And youth is not to blame for it. If 
a boy with an air rifle shoots pell ets 
through a neighbor's window, it is no 
more his f aut/ than it is the fault of 
his parents.-
The Pawtucket Times again is concerned about the problem. 
Has modern society made a mistake in its 
attitude toward children who misbehave? 
Is there too much leniency, too little 
severity, not enough punishment that an I 
early teen age girl or boy can understand?~ 
The Westerly SUn places the blame on both parents and tea-
chers. 
Is this sort of thing inevitable or is it 
an evil that comes from too much laxity 
and foolish indulgence on the part of 3; parents and teachers of this generation~ 
3 .9 
Solutions are suggested to reduce juvenile delinquency. 
The Woonsocket Call recommends that parents develop a sense 
of humor in family relations. 41 The Pawtucket Times advises 
that parents and ~acher s need to work together.~/ 
1/ PT 
2/ PT 
The seriousness of the situation is a matter of concern, 
1/11/44 
1/22144 
3/ WS5/19/ 44 
41 we 11/3/47 
5/ PT 10/2/45 
======~==============================================~======--
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ranging from the habit of 1/ sticking gum under chairs- to the 
burning of a school house by juvenile vandals. 21 The asser-
tion that ninety percent of high school boys and seventy-
five percent of girls drink liquor is considered youthful 
t . 3/ exaggera 1on.-
There is strong support, however, for pupils, and the 
feeling that only a small percentage of juveniles is del in-
quent. 
Most of our boys and girls are still the 
clean, intelligent and eager young persons 
we cherished in peace time. Most of them 
are just as willing as adults to share the 
wartim~/burdens of maintaining the holll!e 
front.-
The pupils in Newport are commended for their patriotism 
in helping the farmers during the war,~1 and in establishing 
an excellent record in the purchase of war bonds. 6/ 
The courageous stand of pupils for the constitutional 
right of free expression is praised when a group in Pembroke, 
Massachusetts, refuses an award from an organization that 
showed intolerance toward the negro. 7/ An editorial in anoth-
er school paper against rowdyism and disrespect meets with 
the approval of the older editorialists. 81 
1/ ws 
2/ PT 
3/ we 
That the children may be the hope of the future is ex-
9/26l45 
12/12/46 
6/4/47 
4/ we 
5/ NDN 
6/ NDN 
12/2/43 
7/17/44 
6/8/45 
7/ PT 
B/ PT 
11/19/45 
12/21/46 
pressed thus: 
It (the American system of education) 
has bred a race of youngsters who are 
frank and open in their relations with 
each other and vvi th the parents and tea-
chers, who are candid in their d~sapprov­
al of race hatred and kindred evils, and 
who are enterprising and even aggressive 
in their willingness to tackle problems l/ 
which have been too much for their elders.-
The po~sibility is - conceived that the eighteen year old vot-
ers of Georgia may make a more sensible decision than the 
older citizens. 
Some sad-faced ol.d timers will not like 
it, and yet what have they to boast about? 
- --We are sure the kids would do as well 
as their elders have2jone on many an occa-sion in our hi story.-
GRADUATION 
The editorial writers are free with their advice and 
comments to and about the graduating class. Neither the 
N·ewport Dai ly New~/ nor the Pawtucket Times-1/ minces words 
in telling the graduates they ar e headed into a difficult 
world. congratulat ions to the graduates are common in the 
Newp or t Daily News . .£/ The Providence Journal suggests that 
. 6/ 
the graduates make government their concern.-
The val ue of a high school education is stressed. 
.!/ ws 1 2/ ~.17 I 46 
2/ PT 1 0)23/44 
3/ NDN 
_1/ PT 
6/16/44 
6/7/48 
_.2/ NDN 6/13/45; 
6/16/48 §./ PT 6/14/48 
It may be anticipated that tntning in 
science will be of great value to young 
people in modern society. Thus the ab-
solute need of a hi gh school 1Jducation at 1 east becomes more apparent.-
42. 
The fact that fifty-six percent of Providance high school 
graduates obtained full-time jobs almost immediately is 
an indication that high school diplomas are worth more 
2/ than ever before.-
The traditional popularity of the graduation program 
is evident when Blmck Island holds its commencement exer-
cises as usual even though its graduation class consists of 
'1 3/ one pup1 .-
MISCELLANEOUS COMME NT ON PUPILS 
The Providence Journal notes the increase in pupil en-
rollment and the inadequacy of the teacher training program 
to handle the increase. 4/ 
The inability of the school system to provide for the 
bright child is criticized. 
1/ PT 
]/ PJ 
Instructors cannot give the bright child 
the attention he needs. Tf they did, the 
rest would have to be neglected and floun-
der in confusion. Mediocrity holds him 
back and too often pulls him down. 
Unless he has , a healthy and responsible 
instructor, and they are pretty rare, he 
is not spurred on to anything near capacity. 
The fault is in the system which attempts 
12/5/47 
ll/8/ 46 
3/ PJ 
4/ PJ 
6/26/46 
9/7/47 
to give everyone an equal chance and by 
this nature deprives that chance to---
the ones whom the country1yeeds most in the critical years ahead.-
SUMMARY 
The editorial comment on npupilsn chiefly concerns 
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such topics as the importance of school attendance, the 
recall of school traditions, the tendency toward juvenile 
delinquency, and the procedure and value of the graduation 
problem. There is recognition of the neglect of . the bright 
child in the modern educational system. 
Though there are strong editorial attempts to point 
out the importance of staying in school, there is also an 
awareness of the value of work for the school child. 
The editorial writers seem in accord that . the school 
of today holds more appeal for the children. The desire 
to burn down the school, the reluctance to go to school, 
the unpleasantness of school--all these seldom enter into 
the experience and thinking of the average child. 
Juvenile delinquency holds a substantial share of the 
editorial interest :On 11pupilsn. Some writers feel this 
generation of children is guilty of extreme destruction, 
disrespect, and maliciousness. There is quite unanimous 
feeling that parents are responsible for the delinquency of 
the children. Not all is pessimism. There is enough edi-
J./ PJ 12/20/4 7 
I 
-! 
torial opinion to indicate that some writers feel the 
childre n will be an improvement on the adult generation. 
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CHAPTER V 
FINANCE 
Third among the educational subjects receiving edito-
rial criticism in the press of Rhode Island is educational 
finance (expenditures for schools and the cost of educ ation~ 
Even more important to note is that in the matter of criti -
ci sm, finance is the only one that receives a greater amount 
of adverse critici sm than it does favorable criticism. It 
is important to note that Foster's s tudy arrived at the 
same result. Foster 1 s statement on educational finance may 
well be mentioned here: 
The public doesn't care much what edu-
cators1do, as long as it doesn't cost 
money .J 
The table below i n dicates the type of critical opinion 
that the six Rhode Island newspapers individually and as a 
group adopt toward the subject of the expenditures for edu-
cation. The 1 ast column shows the r e 1 a ti ve rank of "finance" 
as compared with the other major educati onal topics which 
receive. editori al attention. 
Foster, c. R. , Jr. Editorial Treatment of Education in 
the American Press ( c ·ambridge: Harvard University 
Press, 1938), p. 43 . 
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TABLE : V TOPICAL REFERENCES TO FINANCE IN THE 
EDITORIALS OF THE DAILY NEWSPAPERS IN ffi10DE ISLAND 
!Newspaper Total Favorable Neutral Adversely Rank 
Critical 
PJ 35 6 6 23 2 
PT 15 6 2 7 4 
ws 11 10 0 1 4 
we 5 4 0 1 5 
PVT 4 4 0 0 3 
NDN 1 0 0 1 10 
Totals 71 30 8 33 3 
Far at the haad of the list of opponents of spending 
money for schools are the state's most widely-circulated 
papers: The Providence -Journal-Evening BUlletin and the 
Pawtucket Times. Especially sharp is the attack of the Prov-
idence Journal-Evening Bulletin whe re twenty-three of thirty-
five editorials oppose either the expenditure of money for 
education or object to the methods of the school administra-
tion in financing the schools. Though the Pawtuxet Valley 
Times and the Westerly sun adopt a favorable attitude toward 
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educational finance, only three editorials in these two news 1 
papers relate to either the local or the state situation. 
The other twelve editorials are generalized treatme n ts of 
the subject of educational finance. Is it not much easier 
to be gene!T'ous with educational expenditures until the local 
teachers' association begins to make inroads on the local 
budget? However, it is only fair to point out that the 
Westerly sun and the Pawtuxet Valley Times in three edi to-
rials which relate specifically to the local situation advo-
cate improvement in teachers' salaries. The Pawtuxet Valley 
1 Times urges the Town Council to 
Unhesitatingly accept the recommendations--
for a substantial increase in the maxiQ)um 
salary of public school teachers.-~--- Here 
is an excellent opportunity for the town to l/ 
reward its capable staff of school teachers. 
And the We s terly sun in a locally-relevant editorial 
points out to strike-threatening teachers that it feels they 
are entitled to more money, but chides them for their proce-
dures in seeking the increase. 
Teachers are riding. They~nt more money 
and what is more they seem to be on the 
road to demanding it.------We may be in 
sympathy with the request, and it is diffi-
cult for us to see why they should not have 
as much as a policeman. 
But when the group stands off and tells us 
that the community must meet their demands 
by a certain date or they would walk out, 
the teachers might find they would get more 
if they make no threats.~/ 
};/ PVT 4/7/48 2/ ~vs 1211 o; 46 
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In its only editorial reference to educational finance, 
the Newport Daily News op poses federal aid to the school 
lunch program. 
The pe ople of the country should be able 
to provide for their children now if they 
ever can----. There has been entirely too 
great a tendency to rely upon the government 
for financial aid in matters that1jhe com-
munity should be responsible for.-
The gr oup of favorable editorials on finance which a p -
pear in the Wes terly Sun and the Pawtuxet Valley Times may 
well fall into the clas s of " ~ sn 1 t it too bad that more 
money is not sp ent f or education?" These are the type of 
editorials which ap pear occasionally at long intervals, but 
who se effect on the readers is minimal because of the very 
g eneralization of the editorials. There is fr equent ment ion 
that education costs money, and that money so spent is well-
spent, but the s e editorials emph asize the statement of 
Oswald G. Villard concerning the failures of the American 
press to furnish a driving force f or social reform. 21 
Belmont Farley quotes an editor of an Eastern ne wspaper 
as saying of the schools 
We never hear anything out of them until 
they want ~omething. Then they begin a 
. 3; 
campaign.-
• 
From the volume of editorial critici sm ;directed at school 
1/ NDN' 3/10/44 _g/ S'ee p. 15 
3/ Farley, B. M., It's Different in Decatur ( Washington: 
National Education Association Journal, Vol. 35: l$8-139, 
March 1946), p. 139 
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finance, it would seem that the Providence Journal-Evening 
Bulletin would subscribe heartily to this statement. 
Apparently, a matter of concern to the Journal is the 
establishment of a single salary schedule. In two edito~ -
rials, almost two years apart, the single salary schedule is 
approv e d in principle, but concern is expressed over the 
1/ 
amount of money involved.-
The Journal wants the single salary schedule, but it 
will not go all the way 
The school committee should try to rake up 
enough money to put into effect next fall 
the single salary schedule for such tea-
chers that may be appointed to the system 
in the future. 
The schedule cannot b e the extravagant 
one the teachers demanded and it cann ot 
apply to those teachersalready in the 
system. The cos~ 1 involved would be out 
of the que sti on . ..=v 
It warns that such a salary schedule will have a detrimental 
effect on the finances of the city. 
If this program is started, it has got 
to be finished. The question that needs 
to be answered now, consequently, is not 
whether the city can afford to start it, 
but whether the city can afford to finish 
it. 3; 
And, in rebuttal to the requests of the superintendent and 
the Teachers 1 Alliance for the improved salary schedule, the 
editorial department warns 
1/ PJ 5/23/44;1/15/47 _g/ PJ 7/9/47 3/ PJ 10/28,146 
~hat the teachers--and to a large degree, 
Dr. Hanley and the school committee as 
well--seem to have lost sight of in the 
recent weeks is the fact that there is 
a decided limit to what the people in 
this community would have to pay for 
the maintenanf~ of an adequate syst em 
of education._/ 
So far will the editorial writer go, but no farther, 
Althou gh advances are justified and 
should be gr anted, we submit t hat the 
present level of salary in Providence 
is already far above the level in the 
rest of the state----Cit) does not de-
mand or warrant a jump of such dim e nsions. 2/ 
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How the expenditures for schools affect the local tax 
rate is a major topic o f concern for 'the Providence J ournal 
editorialists. Writing concerning a drastic proposal to 
cut the income of the Providenc e School Department, it is 
said, 
---the school department has invited ex-
actly that sort of drastic legislation 
by its continued insistence on taking 
·every dollar to which it is legally en-
titled, whether it is really needed and 
regardle ss of the e7ffect on the city's financial problem.3 
And agE_tin, 
There is every reason to believe that 
the scho ol department could cut its 
expenditur es substantially without 
affecting the/quality of the education 
it provides.4 
The twenty-five dollars-per-thousand tax rate receives edi-
1/ PJ 
2/ PJ 
4/11/47 
3/21/47 
3/ PJ 
4/ PJ 
3/19/45 
3/13/45 
torial mention, 
Sufficient money could be raised only 
by scrapping the twenty-five dollars-
per-thousand tax limit and jy'ping 
the rate at least to $27.30.-
A precedent- shattering event is pr edicted. 
If the May or and City council accede 
to the demands of the school department 
for another one and one-half million 
dollars on top of the six million now 
available to it, the immediate and 
prompt scr~pping of the twenty-five 
dollars-per-thousand tax rate limit 
will be inevitable. Providence, 
heretofore, never violated this limlt 
in all the years of it s existance.2 
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The Journal finds the demands of the school department ex-
cessive, 
If every dollar of the ma ·ximum tax 
income were realized, and if it were 
d evoted entirely to the schools, the 
sum would be less than one-fourth gf 
the increase the department seeks.-
It is very difficult for the Journal to underst a nd why 
school costs cannot be reduced, even without affecting es-
sential service s . 
Between the committee and staff proposals, 
it should be possible ~J work out a---
sound economical plan .-
The Journal is quick to point out that decreasing en-
rollments should mean decreasing costs. 
1/ PJ 
2/ PJ 
4/22/47 
2/9/48 
3/ PJ 
4/ PJ 
~~,on lirthJ~.rt\, 
~of Educ<o4ifJI'\ 
........... wary .--
4/30/47 
6/10/48 
Although enrollment in the Providence 
Public Schools is the smallest in thirty 
years, the budget for the coming year is 
the second highest in the department's 
history. 
Such a1yi tua ti on simply does not make 
sense·-
,52 
The school department is asked to explain why costs are 
not going down. 
In the past when it has been asked why 
our total education costs were so high, 
the answer has been made that seni or 
high schools are exceedingly expensive 
to operate.-----------Now, however, 
with enrollment decreasing sharply, I 
the argument can no longer be sustained.£ 
The sup erintendent's explanation that expanded services 
mean more teachers is only par tially satisfactory. 
We agree that the objectives are all 
highly desirable. But we would point 
out that the objectives must in the 
long run be directly related to their 
cost and to the ability o~/the com-
munity to meet that cost.-
The need for state aid is menti oned frequently . The 
General Assembly is criticized for its failure to grant a 
major measure of state aid fore ducation. 41 It is claimed 
tha:t the G'eneral Assembly alone has the p ower to help the 
cities and towns or to make it p ossible for them to help 
themselve s . .§./ A solution is seen for the state-aid-for-
education program. 
1/ PJ 
2/ PJ 
3/5/44 
9/19/43 
_2/ PJ 
3/ PJ 
4/ PJ 
2/16/46 
4/7/46 
4/20/46 
The system of state aid for education is 
a thorou ghly jumbled mess as the result 
of years of passing new laws and amending 
old laws .-----The great need now is for 
a si n gle state aid act f~at will bring 
the order out of chaos.-
Fear of federal aid is evident: 
Once the d oor is opened through federal 
money, there is no telling where the end 
will be of federal adminis~Jation, regu-
lation and centralization.-
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There is, however, even more concern that federal aid 
~o education will mean that Rhode Island will pay out more 
than it will get. 
Rhode Island taxpayers may ask whether 
their contribution t o the nation's 
treasury should be used to support 
the s ·outh' s own theory of separate and, 
therefore, much costl y edu~ation for 
white and negro children.~/ 
Certainly this idea is more clearly expressed by the 
Pawtucket Times. 
This bill if passed would only invite 
more federal control of education and 
we should have to p ay our Rhode Island 
share of the cost s and a p ortion o£;that 
for less fortunate states as well.-
Passed b~ the General Assemply in June of 1947 was the 
bill granting teachers a permanent six hundred dollars in 
addition to their salaries in effedt on the date of the 
bill's passage. The Journal ap proved the bill in principle, 
1/ p·J 
2/ PJ 
2/22/44 
3/29/48 
3/ PJ 
4/ PT 
2/10/47 
1/20/47 
The remedy (for improved salaries in 
Providence) plainly lies in the pro-
posal pending in the General Assembly 
for state aid which would1provide them 
a flat $600 a year raise.-
For the Providence teachers to want salary increases 
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in addition to the six hundred dollars is hard to understand 
Increases of such dimensions, of course, 
are out of the auestion---t e aching sala-
ries in the city and state are too low 
and need to be raised. 2;But the raise must be within reason.-
The Pawtucket Times objects to the clause making it 
necessary to add the six hundred dollar state grant to ex-
i sting salaries, 
If the state wishes t o set higher mlnl-
mum salaries for teachers, that is rea -
sonable. It is likewise reasonable the 
state should help those communities to 
meet the minimum where, for sound reasons, 
the communities could not do so. But 
there should be a different approach to-
ward those communities which have met 
reasonable demands for the teachers. We 
see no reason for the proposed require-
ment in the bill before the assembly that 
any sums voted thereunder should be added 
to teachers' salaries in those oommunities. 3/ 
In its only reference to the six hundred dollar bill 
the Woonsocket Call sees trouble ahead, 
1/ PJ 
2/ PJ 
Fundamentally it is the function of the 
state to provide public education----. 
Now it appears that education has become 
big busine s s and the state will have to 
spread par} of the burden over a broader 
tax base. 4 
5/25)47 
10/23/45 
3/ PT 
41 we 
1/20/47 
1/25/47 
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The willingness of the public to pay ' for good education 
is pointed out: 
----the taxpayers do not want low tax 
rates if they are also to have holes in 
the public streets and if school teachers 
are to be pai~/at a rate far lower than 
they de serve.-
The comparative cost of education and luxuries is men-
tioned: 
This country today pays out twice as 
much for liquor as it does for educa-
tion. It spends more on tobacco than 
for maintaining its schools. }t spends 
almost as much for cosmetics . .E 
SU11!MARY 
In a consideration of the Rhode Island editorials on 
educational finance, it is plain to see the great concern 
that many of the financial editorial writers have for what 
they fear will be eEcessive spending by school departments. 
No other topic receives such careful scrutiny and such open 
adverse criticism. It is ~ruly evident that ~the pbcket 
nerve is the most sensitive in the body. 1' 
Before completing this discussion of finance, it is well 
to note two important matters. First, throughout all the 
criticism spearheaded chiefly by the Providence Journal and 
the Pawtucket Times there seldom appears a solution for the 
_!/ PT 12/14/46 2/ we 11/lO/ 45 
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problem of the proper financing of the schools. There is 
great concern that the statutory tax limit will be exceeded. 
There is a willingness to accept state aid as a partial 
solution to the problem. At no time is there proposed a 
method of taxation or financing that will solve the local 
problem. The reason for this may be that the two communi tieE 
feel the problem is solved within their respective commun-
ities. There certainly is enough editorial comment to in-
dicate that Providence and P awtucket teachers are consider-
ed adequately paid. 
Second, it is worthy of note that all the newspapers 
except the Providence Journal and the Pawtucket Times have 
practically avoided editorial comment on the state salary 
grant of six hundred dollars. Only one editorial comment 
appears on this subject in t he r emaining four newspapers. 
Why such a major step in educational progress should have 
been disregarded editorally is difficult to understand. 
Certai nly it was the type of happening that makes for good 
editorial writing. 
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CHAPTER VI 
EDUCATION IN WARTIME 
Since the greatest war in man's history was in progress 
during the first half of the period covered by this study, 
and since the problems created by the war have had their 
effects within the second half of the period, it is not sur-
prising to note considerable editorial interest in the in-
fluence of world War II on education. 
The Pawtucket Times reflects an opinion prevalent dur-
ing the first days of the world war. «Our first great task 
is to win. If we do not win, we need not worry. About our 
school system; the enemy will take care of the next genera-
tion's children here in America." .. !/ 
The N-ewport Daily News has more frequent editorial men-
tion of this type than of any other. The Pawtuxet Valley 
Times' editorial department used this subject second only to 
references to 11 College 11 • Fourth is its rank in the Pawtuck-
et Times, sixth in the Westerly Sun, and seventh in the Prov 
idence Journal-Bulletin. Only in the woonsocket Call does 
it appear in the background of subjects receiving editorial 
mention. Its place in the composite list of editorial ref-
erence for all newspapers is the fifth position. 
The following table indicates the type of critical 
opini on that the six Rhode Island newwpapers individually 
.1/ PT 9/2/43 
58 
and as a group adopt toward the subject of "education in war-
time". The last column shows the relative rank of "educa-
tion in wartime" as compared with the other major educational 
topics which receive editorial attention. 
TABLE :··vr. TOPICAL REFERENCES TO EDUCATION IN WARTIME IN THE 
EDITORIALS OF THE DAILY NEWSPAPERS IN RHODE ISLAND 
!Newspaper Total Favorable 
NDN 18 17 
PT 16 ll 
ws 10 7 
PVT 8 7 
PJ 6 3 
we 2 2 
Totals 60 47 
Neutral 
1 
3 
3 
0 
0 
0 
7 
Adversely 
Critical 
0 
2 
0 
1 
3 
0 
6 
Rank 
1 
4 
7 
2 
7 
9 
5 
It is not surprising to find much editorial interest in 
the popularly known 11G. I." bill which provided among other 
benefits free college training for veterans of the world 
~'\far. Editorial comments range all the way from reminding 
the government of its obligation to the veteran~/ to con-
!T PJ 10/~.Q/,LL~ 
' 
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cern about the many "quack" schools that have sprung up to I 
share in the goverrunent allotments to a veteran's education~ 
The constructive attitude of the returning veterans to 
the government-financed education is praised. It is noted 
that a large number of veterans are seeking a college edu-
cation and are proceeding with enthusiasm once they have 
started on the college course. 21 The interest of veterans 
3/ 
returning even to high school is commended.-
In spite of the apparent wholesome attitude of the vet-
erans to the college opportunities, theeditorial press feel 
that some admonitions are in order. The Newport Daily News 
wonders if the veterans are using their opportunities wise!y 
and to full advantage. 41 Veterans are advised not to let 
the events of the war blind them to the need for supplemen-
tary practical education with liberal arts training. 51 
The opening of the college portals to the returning 
veterans creates serious problems for the civilian students. 
Of this the Pawtucket Times is aware when it editorializes 
that the incraa sing number of veteran collegians make it 
very difficult for the colleges to handle all pupils who 
6/ 
wish to go to college.- The housing shortage facing college 
is pointed out by the Newport Daily News.~/ The problem of 
1/ PT 
2/ PT 
3/ PJ 
1/22/46 
3/20/45 
3/31/46 
4/ NDN 
5/ PJ 
6/ PT 
1/2/45 
8/20/45 
2/4/46 
7/ NDN 1/16/46 
8/ PT 9/15/45 
6 0 
the older veteran• s adjustment to his younger classmates is 
1/ 
noted.- The insufficiency of the veteran's allowance to 
meet all college exp enses is mentioned, but the veteran re-
ceives little sympathy, only the advice that many college 
student s should expect to earn their way through school. 21 
The returning veterans overload the teaching staff, but the 
professors are doing a noble job of meeting the challenge. 
The oft - sinc e cartooned procedure of sending a vet er -
an' s rep~ t card to his wife receives editorial treatment 
with the observation that such a method insured better re-
sults than were obtained by sending reports to the parents.q; 
The attempts of the arm ed forces to provide education 
for their own men and for the people in the conque red na-
tions gains considerable e ditorial attenti on. The Army is 
urged to provide a college education for troops of occupa-
tion.~/ The Army Air Force is comp l i mented for its modern 
teaching in its establishment of aviation colleges. 
y 
Schools of the armed forces a ppear in various parts of the 
1 d . . 6/ . N t 7 I. 1 1 8/ wor : 1n Geor g1a ,- 1n ewpor ,- 1n F orence, Ita y-; in 
Sicily.~/ The function of the Army as a school for massedu-
. 10/ 
cati on is recognlzed.--
1/ PT 9/15/45 
2/ ws 11/3 I 46 
3/ PT 12/4!47 
4/ PVT 
5/ PT 
6/ NDN 
2/26/46 
9/19/46 
3/27 I 46 
10/ ws 7/2/46 
7/ NDN 
8/ NDN 
9/ PT 
8/14/45 
7/25/45 
7/2A/43 
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The immense job of indodtrination to democracy that I 
faces the overseas troops is noted in its efforts in Germans¥ 
in Italy,~/in Russia. 3/ Success meets the military govern-
ment' s efforts in Japan, 41in spite of the fact that some 
Japanese schools six months after the surrender are still 
t h . .1. t t 0 • 5/ eac 1ng m1 1 ary ra1n1ng.-
The methods which the Nazi and Japanese governments 
used to gain their ends are mentioned. College students in 
Holland are forced to take an oath of allegiance to the 
Nazis . .£/ The Japanese make an all-out effort to win the 
war by closing all schools to mobilize for war. 7/ 
The services and activities of the school children and 
college students during the war period receive editorial 
notice and frequent commendation. School children are valu-
8/ 
able assistan ts with the far m harvest.- The purchas e of 
9/ 
War bonds and stamps is spurred on by the pupils.- Ne wp or t 
high school pupils plan to ere c t a memorial for classmate s 
killed in action.
101 
The acti g e Newport scholars contribute 
. 11/ 
to a clothing drive for needy Europeans.- College students 
are praised for their willingness to assume their share in 
military service,121and the armed forces are advised that a 
well educated man responds better to military service.llV 
1/ 1--JDN 
2/ ws 
3/ PVT 
4/ PT 
5/ PT 
6/6/46 
10/10/43 
7/22/47 
8/18/45 
3/8/46 
6/ PT 
7/ NDN 
S/ NDN 
9/ NDN 
10/ NDN 
7/14/44 
3/21/45 
2/23.144 
81'24/ 44 
3/15/46 
11/ NDN 1/1 0/45 
12/ PT l/16/ 45 
13/ PT 2/28/44 
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Nor is any special preference sought for college men when 
it comes time to discharge them from service.l/ 
The intelligence of the youth of America receives edi-
torial support. Extremely ri g id army regulation s are consi-
d d th f th h . t" 2/ ere e reason or e e a.vy reJ ec 1 ons .-
The war brings many problems for which some solutions 
are suggested. A conference o f Rhode Island sup erintendents 
is held to discuss the problems of the veterans. 31 A college 
medical professor complains that the Army has crippled medi-
cal education. 4/ Compulsory military training is compared to 
spinach 
---most Americans may not like it, but 
they should acc~pt it because it is 
good tor them.5/ 
SUMMARY 
The e ffects of World ~ar II on education did stir con-
siderable interest. Of most frequent mention was the gov-
ernment-financed college program for returning veterans. 
The interest of the veteran in college, the overcrowding of 
colleges and college facilities and resources, the e ff ect on 
the civilian colleg ian -- all these are considered on the 
editorial pages. 
There is also editorial concern with the problems of 
1/ PT 
_g/ PVT 
11/25/44 
3/6/45 
3/ NDN 
4/ PVT 
8/28/44 
2/3/45 
_£/ PJ 10/6/46 
: 
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education that the armed services faced during the war period 
with their own troops, and after the war lf'J i th the people of 
the occupied countries. 
Defense and sup port of the youth of America in the midst 
of the war crisis appear as answer to the criticisms of many 
laymen. 
Nor is there the failure to comment editorially on the 
hope that the trials of war have left a memorable lesson. 
1:/ we 
Hi story has shown that war's dividends of 
death, destruction, and despair are too 
easily forgotten even by those p7tions 
which have suffered by it most.-
11/4/44 
CHAPTER VII 
ADMI NISTRATION 
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Second in Foster's list, yet fifth in the Rh6de Island 
newspapers, the editorial references to administration of 
schools ap pear as many as twenty tim es in the Providence 
Journal, and not at all in the Pawtuxet Valley Times. Es-
pecially popular is the topic in the woonsocket Call where 
its nineteen references make it the most f requent of all 
topics . 
The table on page 65 i nd ic ate s the type of critical 
opinion that the six Rhode Island newwpapers individually 
and as a group adopt toward the subject of "adminis t ration". 
The last column shows t he relative rank of 11 admini strati on" 
as compared with the other major educational topics which 
receive editorial attention . 
Interesti ng to note is that more than half of the edi-
torial references in the woonsocket Call are adver s ely cri t-
ical. An a pparently bad situation in the ranks of the 
Woonsocket School B~ard receives s cathing editorial criti-
cism within a one year period from November, 1944, through 
November, 1945. Thirteen editorials aimed at solving the 
corruption within the school board appear, some with direct 
accusations of individual board members, some wi th ple as to 
the voters to make wise choices for school board members, 
others entreaties to the board members to do an honest job. 
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TABLE VII. TOPICAL REFERENCES TO ADMI NISTRATION I N THE 
EDITORIALS OF THE D1AILY NE~JSP'APERS I N RHCDE ISLAND 
Newspaper 
PJ 
1'fC 
PT 
NDN 
s 
PVT 
Totals 
Total 
20 
19 
9 
4 
4 
0 
56 
Favorable Neutral Adversely Rank 
Critical 
12 4 4 3 
9 0 10 l 
6 0 3 6 
4 0 0 4 
3 0 1 7 
0 0 0 8 
34 4 18 5 
Interesting to note is that more than half of the e di-
torial Eeferences in the woonsocket Call are adversely crit-
i cal. 
First, the woonsocket Call entreats school committee 
members to consider their election a sacred trust. 
1.1 we 
A thinking ci t izen will regard election to 
the school board as a g rave responsibility, for 
in that office he ha s authority to deter-
mine the manner in which tomorror/ s Ameri-
cans will be taught and trained.-
12/16/44 
School committee members are urged to familiarize them-
selves with the op erations and procedures of the school 
1/ department.- Th e sacredness of the trust is clearly ex-
pressed. 
The school board member is the trustee of 
our democracy. ----- Few enterprises in 
~nerica are larger and 1one is more vital 
than publi c education.~ 
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The need for the school committee to know its exact duties 
i s stressed and the board members are advised to read a 
series of articles on this subject in The School Executive 
"The school committee should realize clear-
ly that although it is responsible for 
the conduct (o f t he schools ) it must not 
run them. That is the job of a compe-
tently trained superintendent of schools 
who is selected for that purpose." 
Those are words which should be taken to 
heart by more than one member of the Woon-
socket School Committee. The normally 
smooth routine of that group has been 
ruffled frequently in the past year by 
the fact that some committee member or 
other has taken it up on himself to tell 
school officialy what they should or 
should not do.~ · 
That the woonsocket school committee members need such ad-
monition is clear. some members are suspected of misap-
. t" h 1 d " t d h . 4/ Th" · · propr1a 1ng sc oo ra 1a ors an c alrs.- 1s rn1sappropr1 
tion is especially bad when the chairs appear in a committe 
member's liauor establishment. , 
1/ we 
4/ we 
11/13/44 
4/24/45 
2/ we 9/3/45 3/ c 11/9/45 
Exercise of such a pri v.i1ege appears to be 
a rather broad interpretation of r;school 
committeeman's rights and duties.-
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The situation gets so much out of hand that school committee 
reorganization is suggested. First, the elimination of sub-
committees is desired.~/ There is an attempt to have the 
state legislature divorce the school committee from politica 
The fate of the bill appears doubtful. 
Good government wi 11 be served if it is 
enacted into law. PoJiticians will be 
served if it is not.~ 
The smaller towns of Barrington and Smithfield also suffer 
from school committee politics.~/ 
The function of the school board i s clearly portrayed 
in the Westerly sun 
We insist on the Board of Education 
serving not anti-tax bodies, political 
parties, and some industrialists in 
their attempts to curtail education, 
but ~athgl in serving the youth of 
Am er1 ca.-
Several editorials refer to the need for the public to 
vote carefully for school committee candidates. The follow-
ing quotation is illustrative: 
1/ we 
2/ we 
3/ we 
Woonsocket and every other community ---
get just about the kind of school committee 
they deserve. For they get exactly the 71 
school committee they see fit to vote for.-
3/16/45 
9/7/45 
2/10/45 
4/ we 
5/ PJ 
6/ ws 
4/16/45 
6/6/44 
9/7/43 
7/ we 7/23/46 
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Many editorials pounce on the failure of the school com-
mittee to handle its problems capably and intelligently. 
The Providence Journal is severly critical of the ability of 
one member to block the confirmation of an appointment by 
the superintendent. 
The weakness obviously lies in the inter-
pretation of the rule that provides that 
appointments must be conf}'rmed by a ma-
jority of the committee.-
The Westerly sun comments interestingly on ~ a school board 
which sought to bar married pup ils from school. 
Unless the Vestal board wants to build 
a special school for its married pup ils, 
it had/better admit that it spoke out of 
turn . .E 
The practice of holding school for one hour to evade the 
state law is condemned. 
--they (the teachers) have to close 
schools, deprive the ch ildr e n of a day's 
schooling, to do Christmas shopping. 
The school authorities here are teach-
ing a way to evade a law b-3/vorking an 
hour and calling it a day.-
Not all editorial comment on school administration is 
derogatory. The Providence sch ool department is commended 
for its action in bringing parents to court for the truancy 
of their children. 41 New schoolroom furniture to taKe the 
place of old fixed desks is favorably mentioned . .§/ Health 
1/ PJ 
2/ ws 
7/16/43 
8/27/47 
3/ PT 
4/ PJ 
12/20/47 
6/23/44 
.§./ PJ 11/2/47 
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1/ 
examination s in the public schools are well-received. - The 
decision to issue report cards only four times a year in New 
York City is praised. 
The monthly report is one of the most 
unkind devices ever invented by des-
perate men in the name of efficiency 
and decent up-bringing. It is so ob-
viously an admission of education's 
inability to improve its victim with-
out threats, Jribe s , and infliction of 
inward pain.2 
The administration recognizes the importance of the jan-
itor by providing a special school for his training. 
Our public school officials , except for a 
few of the more discerning, have been es-
pecially shortsighted about encouraging 
this important individual to assume his 
proper place in society. He enjoys the 
confidence of the young, is a kind of 
confessor to the faculty, especially the 
more disgruntled members of it, and ex-
ercises an uncanny influence over those 
restless mortals who live ~qst this side 
the borders of evil doing._/ 
A nostal gic editorial applaud s the school authorities 
for their plan of social promotion. 
Remember the . overgrown kid in your 
grammar school clas s who could not 
make the grade in June? Nice sort of 
kid. Not much trouble.---Got al ong 
with his classmates all right but 
couldn't get along with books. stuck 
it as long as he could and then one 
day shook hands with the teachers all 
round and left school for good. Last 
you heard of him, he was rni nding some-
body's house or washing somebody's car. 
]:/ NDN 9/15/44 _g/ P"J 9/11/46 3/ PJ 6/23/44 
And we imagine that a right good citizen 
will result from their (school authorities) 
imaginative action~-- one fitted for much 
better things than minding somebody' s house11 He might even make a first-rate politician.-
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In a few editorials men in administrative positions are 
mentioned. The appointment of Dr. Michael Walsh as Director 
of Education is well-received 
Everyone who knows him and of him wi 11 
agreg;his appointment is an excellent 
one.-
Tribute is paid to the retiring Francis J. Brady, twenty -two 
years a member of the Providence school co~mittee.~/ The ap-
pointment of Dr. ,,rvilliam Janson as superintendent in New York 
City on the basis of seniority does not meet with approval. 
Seniority of service, political expediency, 
or the •line of least resi~jance' should 
have nothing to do VIIi. th it.-
The invitation by the newly-elected superintendent in Paw-
tucket to reporters to attend school committee meetings gains 
Mr. Maryott enthusiastic praise. 
His appointment is likewise a commendable 
move. -- Mr. Mary ott says he has been as-
sured full co-operation of the school com-
mittee and the entire department. 51we do not believe he would accept less.-
How prophetic that last sentence was not even the edi-
torial writer could have dreamed. Mr. Maryott, disturbed by 
the lack of school committee cooperation, resigned his posi-
1/ PJ 
2/ NDN 
6/26/44 
2/1/47 
3/ PJ 
4/ PT 
11/26/47 
1/18/47 
5/ PT 1/9/47 
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tion in 1949. 
There is gr eat concern in woonsocket over the curtail-
men t of the school lunch program. An all-out effort to p er-
suade Congress no t to reduce the ap propriation is ur ged in 
four edi t orials . The pattern is set in one of the editorial 
woonsocket and Rhode Island should be 
proud to be the ' shock troops' in thiJ 
battle in such a meritorius crusade.-
The strike of the Pawtucket teachers receives editori a l 
comment . 
As to the closing of the schools to 
avert disorder, we believe Mr. Rockett 
and the schooh1commi ttee of Pawtucket acted wi sely.-
Ho wever, it would have been better if Pawtucket could have 
handled its own problems without calling on the Governor and 
the Director of Education.3/ 
S:_/ PT 12/10/46 l,/ PT 12/11/46 
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SUMMARY 
The editorial writers of the Rhode Island newspapers 
show a great deal of interest and concern in the administra~ 
tion of the schools. Primarily, the editorialisware inter-
ested in the school committee. Tendencies toward corrup-
tion i n the ranks of committee members are boldly attacked 
and editorially highlighted. The responsibilities of the 
committee.members are frequently pointed out. The citizens 
are !Ur ged to vote intelligently on the election of school 
committee members. 
There is some editorial interest in the administrative 
practices of the school admini s tration -- social promotion, 
handling of attendance problems, custodial training, report 
card procedure, cafeteria financing --- all these receive 
editorial comment. 
Very little recognition is made of the individuals res-
ponsible for the administration of the schools. Two referen-
ces appear to the Director of Education, t wo each to sup er-
intendents and pr inci pals, one to a school committee member. 
Of these reference s all but two are highly complimentary. 
The nlockoutn of the Pawtucket teachers comes in for 
editorial comment. The Director of Education and the Gover-
nor receive praise for their successful handling of the sit-
uation, but Pawtucket is chide d for its having t o resort to 
outside intervention. 
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CHAPTER VIII 
CURRICULUM . 
The interest i9 the curriculum is similar both in the 
results of Fo ster ' s study and in this study. Foster finds 
the ncurriculumn to be the seventh most popular of the sub-
jects receiving editorial mention in twenty-five major 
United States newspapers with a percentage of 8.4 of all edi-
torial comment on education. The Rhode I sland newspap ers 
rank the "curriculum" as sixth with a percentage of 7.95. 
The table on page 74 indicates the type of critical 
opinion that the six Rhode Island newspapers i ndividua lly 
and as a group adopt toward the subject of ncurriculum n . The 
last column shows the relative rank of 11 curriculum 11 as com-
pared with the other major educ at ional topics which receive 
editorial attention. 
TRADITI ONAL SUBJECT MATTER 
It is no secret to educators that the majority of adults 
think of school as it was when they were in schoo l . . Editorial 
opinion reflects this thinking to some extent. 
Exeter Academy pup ils are comm ended for their objection 
to the omission bf , Latin and Greek from the curriculum. 
--the modern tendency is toward subjects 
which are i mportant but not basic----We 
are inclined to believe courses have been 
designed too often in favor of electives l/ 
which are the delight of the mentally lazy.-
1/ PT 1/28/47 
l 
i 
The Weste rly sun echoes this support 
of the classics with an admonition that 
well-educated men have studied Latin at 
some point in their careers, and that 
Latin is still the foundatio n of go od 
Engli sh speech. Peculiarly only a few 
weeks later the same newspaper notes 
that the teachirig of Latin and Greek are 
on the way out, and coT~ents that it is 
probably just as well.-
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TABLE VIII. TOPICAL REFERENCES TO CURRICULUM I N THE 
EDITORIALS OF THE DAILY NEl'!'SPAPERS I N RHODE ISLAND 
Newspaper Total Favor able Neutral .nu. v ~! bt;:.L.:tl Critica Rank 
PJ I 13 5 4 4 4 
PT 12 8 .1 3 5 
we 11 8 0 3 3 
ws 11 4 1 6 4 
NDN 5 5 0 0 3 
PVT 0 0 0 0 8 
Totals 52 30 6 16 6 
Few subjects have rec~ved the interest that history and 
social studies have wi thin the last few years. The New York 
Times' survey discovering (as claimed by the Times) the gen-
1/ ws 12/2/45 
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era! ignorance of United States history gains editorial com-
ment .1/ Approval is given to the New Jersey bi 11 which would 
make compulsory a two year course in American history. 
The American of todaY ought to know how his 
country developped from the wilderness. 
Moreover, history is a fascinating subject to 
the student of high school age.--- F~J it is 
the subject that is never exhausted.-
The value of mediaeval and ancient history is upheld. 
Certainly New York children or any others 
will be the poorer if th~y do not learn 
about Alexander the Great, Caesar, and 
other famous fi gur es of the ancient world. 
They will also judge their own times better 
i f they have J notion that today's problems 
are not new.3 
How pistory should be taught receives editorial mention. 
Understanding of the facts is stressed by the Providence 
Journal. 
It is doubtful, howev er, if many h igh 
school teachers in this country even 
let the pupils in on the secret that the 
Seven Years' War in Europe was touched 
off by something 4~at happened near what 
is now Pittsburg.-
The Journal approves the decision of the Committee on Ameri-
can History to teach a limited number of dates. This is co 
sidered a g ood balance between the old system and the tend-
ency to give up the teaching of dates altogether. 51 United 
States History should be a medium for teaching students to 
think clearly and independently.£/ 
1/ 
2 
3/ ws 
4/ PJ 
2/26/48 
3/25/46 
5/ PJ 12/19/43 
6/ PJ 1/8/44 
76 
The events of the war have their effect on the teaching 
of social studies . First, the added material will make for 
1/ 
exciting history and brand new geography .- Second, it will 
be very difficult to k eep abreast of developments in up -to-
date history._g/ 
The teaching of the language arts receives editorial 
criticism. Approbation is given the return of the old-
fashioned spelling bee . 
Revelation that an old-fashioned spelling 
bee still could be the vogue in re gular 
classwork instead of being introduced as 
a quaint form of entertair).II}ent of yore is 
refreshing and inspiring. 31 . 
CDncern is expressed over the fact that only a small percen-
tage of students take courses in American literature . 
The chief requirement of today is or should 
be the students' competence with the mother 
tongue . .11 
The importance of the summer reading clinics in Newport are 
pointed out. 
Le arning to read correctly is s omething 
not just for school days. It is gyme-
t h ing to be carried through life.-
Poor training in the use of the ~nglish language and in the 
fundamentals of grammar is noted , and a remedy is suggested . 
1/ we 
2/ PT 
The old method of hammering in the fun-
damentals by memory treatment remains the 
most effective as vve11 6,9-s the simplest way to make grammar stick.-
9/8/45 
5/1/46 
3/ we 
4/ PJ 
12/13/43 
1/6}46 
5/ NDN 
6/ ws 
6/29/44 
9/25/46 
Criticism is also leveled at the inadequate instruction in 
1/ 
writing and speaking .-
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There is editorial app roval of the subject of science. 
Th . f . t I'T t H" h s h 1 . . d 21 e sc1 ence a1r a .~ewpor 1 g c oo 1 s pra1 se .- Mo re 
widespread teaching of biology, it is felt, would no t only 
improve health, but also reduce race prejudice.~/ 
The teaching of arithmet ic through a closer ap plication 
to real life is criticized as not altogether for the best.-1/ 
DISSATISFACTION 1:n/ITH THE CURRICULUM 
That the editorial wr iters feel the schools must im-
p rove instruction is quite evident. Typi cal is this editor-
i al 
Ri ght in woonsocl{et you could find numerous 
men and women who were forced to wade through 
erstwhile literary classics and who today 
could scarcely t ell you the title of them, 
let alone the cont ents.---We don't propose 
that schools aboli sh arithmetic or literature, 
but we certainly agree with the commission 
that there is a definite need for revision of 
old fashioned methods and unattractive inade-
quate courses that completely overlook the 51 
needs and desires of the individual student.-
Weakne sses in the present stress in education are pointed out 
One of the g reat gaps in the education of 
youth is the failure to impress upon young 61 
minds the role which youth plays in g overnment.-
Citizenship training is considered a part of the school cur-
riculum.2/ A world-wide educational pro gram is suggested for 
1/ PJ 
2/ NDN 
11/24/43 
1/26/45 
3/ ws 
4/ PJ 
2/3/46 
1.2/5/47 
5/ YJC 
6/ PT 
7/ PT 
12/9/ 47 
7/3/44 
12/3/47 
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building lasting peace. 
Ther~ seems to be no doubt that the schools 
have the job of get ting the young ready to l / 
live in a world instead of in just one nation.-
The advantages of a trade school e due a t i on are 1 auded. 
Many a g ood boy has gone wrong because or-
ganized s ociety has been too lax to recog-
nize his real talents and potentialities, 
because it has been too quick to classify 
him as a problem child or even as stupid. 
Given the opportunity to show what he can do 
with tools and machinery, that same youngster 
often can go on to become the very kind o f 
resourceful citi7en this country now needs 
more than ever.~ 
Slightly different is the attitude of the Woonsocket Call. 
Instruction in shop trades is valuable for 
rn ore than merely preparing the student for 
a specific lifetime job. This nation's 
educators long have been aware of the ad-
vantages manual training offers in helping 
to coordinate mind a nd body and ~Y culti-
vating self-confidence in youth.-
SPECIAL EDUCATION AND FADS AND FRILLS 
The teaching of reli gious education is preferred to the 
elimination of all such education •ith the warning that 
-objectors have a point when they maintain 
that parents shouaJ be resp onsible for 
such instructi on.~ 
CURRICULUM 
What courses are nfads and frillsn, and which are not 
often depends on the community concerned. Editorial comment 
1/ NDN 
2/ PT 
1/24/44 
1/27/44 
3/ we 
A"/ w 1VC 
1/12/46 
3/25/48 
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is r ather consi derable on the subject. Most school systems 
now consider music an integral part of the school curriculum. 
The Newport Daily News supports this stand. 
The argument mi ght be made, of what prac-
tic a l value is it unless a student wishes 
to make music hi s work in life--One of the 
les sons this war has taught is the great 
enjoyment the men of our Armed Forces get 
out of music - --Teaching the young people 
to love good music will pay thr' great 
divide nds in their after-life.-
Various subjects have their editorial supporters. Teaclr 
ing of manners "is considered part of the curriculum . .£:I A 
. bl" . . . d t d 31 p bl" ak" h course 1n pu 1c op1n1on 1s a voca e .- u 1c sp e Hlg as 
its n ewspaper adherent. 41 Aviation is accepte d as a coming 
subject in the sthools.2/ The United states is urg ed to 
teach the playing of chess in the scho ols to overcome Rus sian 
· · t · th 61 · 7 I d f · h · 81 t super1or1 y 1n e game.- Trapp1ng- an 1s 1ng-- are no to 
be ov erlooked in providing a broad education. Even a school 
for de p artment store Santa Clauses gains editorial comment .2.1 
The extravagant expenditures for a thletics are bitterly at-
tacked. 
1/ NDN 
21 PJ 
31 ws 
If we have a big snow storm in the remain-
ing period of this winter , and if the boys of 
hi gh school a ge are strong enough to shovel 
the walks, the parents will be s a tisfied 
even though the kids are not able to do ath-
letic stunts.-----Is this idea eiaggerated? 
2/ll/44 
3124146 
12112147 
41 PT 612148 
51 NDN 117 I 46 
61 lJVS 9l2ll 45 
71 PT 
81 ws 
91 PJ 
2127147 
11125147 
lli30I 47 
Perh_aps it is; so is the idea of spending 
millions on unnecessary adjuncts to edu-
cation ---And what is the idea of it all? 
Why, to turn out t1_1J best school football 
team in the state.- · 
SUMMARY 
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In their various editorials on the curriculum the edi-
torial writers cover several phases. There is interest in 
the traditional subject matter fields. There is concern for 
the improvement of the content matter, and at times sharp 
criticism of the failure to adjust modern teaching to a 
changing world. Except for a pointed attack at an over-em-
phasized athletic program, there is overall approbation of 
various subjects which g-e of t en considered "fads and frillsn. 
J/ PT 1/27/44 
81. 
CHAPTER IX 
PURPOSES AND VALUES OF EDUCATION 
Of all the subjects relating to education below the col 
lege level, Foster fi nds that purposes, v alues, and effici-
ency of education head the list with a percentage of 16,9fo. 
The Rhode Island editorial writers do not show this high re-
gard for this topic and gi ve it only 3.75fo of the editorial 
discussions on education, and place it far down in the eight 
position. 
The table on page 82 indicates the type of critical 
opinion that the six Rhode Island newspapers individually 
and as a group adopt toward the subject of upurposes and 
values of education". The last column shows . the relative 
rank of "purposes and va!l.ues of educ ationu as compared with 
the other major educational top ics which receive editorial 
attention. 
Only the VVe s terly sun pays any si gni fi cant e di tori al 
attention to this topic of the purposes of education, rating 
it in fourth position, and giving it more than half of the 
twenty-five references. No other newspaper has more than 
four topical references, and two newspapers only mention the 
sub ject once. 
The goal s of education and the procedures for their 
achievement gain some editorial attention. The .e sterly 
sun attempts to answer the question, 11 What is an educated 
man?" The following tests are indicative of the educated 
man: 
Can you entertain a new idea? Can y ou 
entertain another1per son? Can you en-t erta in your s elf?-
TABLE IX. TOP ICAL REFERENCES TO PURPOSES AND VALUES OF 
EDUCATION I N THE E~ITORI1~S OF THE 
DAILY NEIJSPAPERS I N RHODE I SLAND 
,....:. 
Adversely 
Newspaper Total Favorable Neutral Critical Rank 
ws 13 7 3 3 4 
NDN 3 3 0 0 7 
P'VT 1 0 0 1 7 
PJ 4 2 l l 9 
PT 3 3 0 0 9 
we 1 0 0 1 ll 
Totals 25 I 15 I 4 
,. 8 0 
The ac qui si ti on of knowled ge alone i s not considered 
t he goal of education. 
Recent hi story has clearly shown that in-
tellectual achievement alone doe s not make 
worthwhile world citizens. Somethi ng al ong 
the li ne of character-training is needed 
~1~~-~-~s-. ~6~/~1~6/~4~7~--
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. 1/ for a bas1 s.-
The Newport Daily News app roaches this from a s li ghfl.y 
different ang le. 
Education and intelli gence are sometimes 
mistakenly considered to be one and the 
same. Certainly, this is n ot always s o. 
Th ere ar e many who have been hi ghly edu-
cated in the various arts and science t h at 
lack understanding of the hi gher values of 
life and of what they mean.---- VJhen edu-
cation and intelli g ence work hand in hand 
in the same indi v~,9ual, it is an unbea t-
able combination.-
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The Providence Journal consi ders that the prize scholar 
is: 
an all-round man or woman, not one 31 
whose intere st is merely specialized.-
A liberal education receives editorial supp ort. 
The only eff ective education for citizens 
of a democracy in the contemporary world 
is a liberal education, for on ly liber~J 
education e quips the citizen to think.-
Again the Westerly sun supports a liberal education 
Americans should keep in mind that liberal 
education is the mo st fundam en tal process of 
democracy. When a fr e e spirit of education is 
crushed, and the people permit it to be 
crushed, then the nat~yn is f a r al ong the 
road to dictatorship .-
The claim of the Harvard re port that cultural education 
should begin in the secondary school is not approved 
1/ !I'J"S 
2/ NDN 
12/10/47 
7/27/46 
3/ PJ 
4/ ws 
6/7/46 
9/10/47 
5/ ws 7/5/45 
---the process of education in the cultural 
sense must start l ong before the secondary 
school age is reached. Actually, it should 
begin in the school as soo£1as a youngster is able to grasp meanings.-
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Education's role in racial understanding is pointed ou~ 
Education is the tool by which the negroes 
can cease to be a race p roblem, and can be-
?ome, instead21citizens with full rights, 1 n democracy.-
The failure of the general public to realize the im-
portance of education is highlighted in one of the two edi-
torial cartoons on education. This cartoon de p icts the tre-
mendous spending of money for everything except education. 31 
Just as pointed is the editorial reference to a state-
ment by Eric A· Johnston, president of the United States 
Chamber of commerce, 
There is a long and dreary list of places 
right in America where the amount spent 
on education is almost pathetic where cer-
tain communitie s seem absolutely satisfied 
in keeping educational levels at the staq-
dard appropriate two hundred years ago.4/ 
The superintendent of schools in Central Falls warns 
against public apathy 
It is as true of government as of o ther 
human activity that the more gJ put into 
it the more we get out of it .-
Criticism of the attitude toward education redeives 
further criticism that the United states is not the best edw 
1/ NDN 
2/ 1}VS 
7/27/45 
2/5/48 
3/ PT 
41 ws 
11/8G / 43 
3/28/46 
~/ PT 1/15/48 
cated country in the world. 
No nation can be healthy, safe,---with-
out putting its biJt minds to good train-
ing and g ood use.-
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An ironic reference is made to a college student who attends 
school meeely for "pure learning". 2/ 
Even the schools themselves are charged with paying too 
much attention to matters of little educational importance.-
SUMMARY 
The editorial treatment of the purposes and values of 
education reveals an interest in the type of education that 
is de s i1~able as vv ell as open criticism of the American at-
titude toward education. There is some comment that a l i b-
eral education i s preferable, that character building is a 
function of education, and that the public needs to exert 
greater effort to obtain a higher level of education. 
_!/ PVT 1/2/48 2/ PJ 6/5/48 2_/ ws 3/29/44 
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CHAPTER X 
BUILDI NGS AND EQUIPMENT 
It probably will not prove surpri sing to those who 
have worked on building committees, schoolmen and laymen 
alike, that the subject of school building, though ninth in 
topical mention, receives a higher percentage of unfavorable 
criticism than all other topical references except finance 
(items with less than five total references are excluded). 
The table on page 87 indicates the type of critical 
opinion that the six Rhode Island newspapers individually 
and as a group adopt toward the subject of "buildings and 
equi pment 11. The last column shows the relative rank of 
"buildings and equipment" a s compared with the other major 
educational topics which receive editorial attention. 
An interest in better school buildings is evident in 
some of the editorials. The woonsocket Call is especially 
virulent i n its attack on unsanitary conditions: 
The fact that the toilet installations 
are being used by childre n of an im-
pressionable a ge makes matters still 
worse. The teachers of Hope street 
School must be encountering consider-
able difficulty in reconciling instruc-
tions they give their pupils in the im-
portance of proper sanitation to good 
health with physical conditions jncoun-
tered in the school rest rooms.! 
Again the 1)\Toonsocket Call crusades for 
better building conditions. The condi-
tion of woonsocket school bui~dings are 
deplorable. Among glaring deficiencies 
1/ we 1/is; 46 
.. 
are classroom s that are p oorly li gh t ed, 
others which reek of coal ga s during 
the heati ng season, ba s ements which 
fre quently are flooded; to the detri-
ment of the p up i 1 s 1 h e alth, and warped w 
window fr a mes containing u n puttied panes 
of g l as:r; that a r e productive of dangerous 
dra ft s .-
TABLE X . TOPIC AL RE FERE NCES TO BUILDI NGS rA ND E QU I PMENT 
I N THE EDITORI ALS OF THE DAILY NEV'lSP APERS I N Rii ODE I SL AND 
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Ne wspap er Tb t al I Favorable I Neutral Adver Sely Critical Ra nk 
I 
6 1 3 8 PJ 4 i I 
! 
PT I 5 3 0 2 8 
4 2 l l 7 
ws 4 2 0 2 8 
PVT 3 0 0 6 
NDN 0 0 0 0 13 
Total s 24 14 2 8 9 
Ot her communities have conc ern for the co n di t io n of 
their sc h oo l s. The Pawtucket Times hails the cui l ding of 
the Li ncoln Avenue School as a step long overdue ~ 
y we 6/21/ 45 
While we are in accord with plans for re-
placement of the educational concentration 
camp , ----we are aware all this expenditure 
and wasted motion should have b e en avoided 
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had ordinary commonsense prevailed to bring 
renlacement earlier.--- This construction is 
on~ more necessary undertaking if this is to 
become a first class city in which families 1 / 
can live with a degree of pride and comfort.-
The Providence Journal comments tha t in~ite of the 
abandonment of many old schools the present schools are far 
from being considered modern.£/ 
The Westerly Sun commends a group of mothers who or-
ganized to clean a s cho ol in Connecticut which authorities 
had allowed to get dirty.~/ 
The Westerly sun is critical of the attempts to teach 
modern science in obsolete laboratories. 4/ 
A few editorials de pi ct the advantages of improved 
equipment and buildings . The Providence Journal points to 
the New York City classrooms that are p ainted in color and 
the corridors with exhibition galleries and recessed dis-
plays .. §/ Again the Journal leaves the bounds of its own 
city to commend the plans of the town of Foster to bu ild a 
consolidatdd school which will provide better educational 
6/ 
opportuntties and social contacts.- The value of a trade 
school is praised by the woonsocket Call. 
1/ PT 
2/ PJ 
4/21/48 
4/25/45 
3/ ws 
4/ ~vs 
9/28/43 
7/28/47 
5/ PJ 
6/ PJ 
12/24/45 
7/2/45 
The benefits are obvious. Industries will 
have better workers at the outset with less 
need for preliminary training , and the trade 
school graduates will be in a better position 
to accomplish the transition1;rom school d ay s to the challenge of manhood.-
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To build or not t o build is a perennial school problem. 
The editorial writers take sides on the question of buil ding 
as it affects th e s chools in their scopes of influence. The 
Pawtuxet Valley Times urges new schools for the Tiogue and 
Washington areas to keep pace with a growing population. An 
ad d ition and improvement of present facilities receives en-
' 
thusiastic supp ort. 
voters, it is your obli gation to back the 
admini stration's timely and worthwhile 
policy one hundred per cent. Coventry 
deserves t he much needed improvements. 
It will pay big dividends in behalf of the 
ch i ldren.2/ 
The Pawtuxet Valley Times attemp ts to exe rt its editori~ 
influenc e into still another community by urging a central 
school for ~'V . Greenwich._Q/ · 
The Providence Journal admits the need for school ex-
pansion. A re g i onal high school i n the southern part of 
Providence will eliminate the problems of transportation to 
and from schoo1. 4/ Space limitations are so bad that physical 
5/ 
plants must be expanded ninety-three per cent .- But a few 
11 we 3/26/47 
2/ PVT 11/16/45 
3/ PVT 4/6/46 
4/ PJ 
5/ PJ 
8/23/43 
5/3/47 
years earlier the Journal objected to the expansion of the 
trade school because of the lac k of funds. 1 / 
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Other school systems are faced with "growing pains". Th 
Burrillville High School rapidly approaches full capacity to 
the extent that it will have to refuse admission to some out-
2/ 
of-town students .- The Exeter School and Home (for the fee-
"Qle minded) cannot wait much longer for expansion. 31 Pawtuck-
et school officials do a good job in informing the taxpayers 
of the need for a school building. 41 
SUMMARY 
Though many of the editorials on school buildings and 
equipment are critical, some of them are constructively crit-
ical to the point of urging much needed improvements. The 
Pawtuxet Valley Times especially comes to the fore as a pro-
ponent of good school buildings for the communities within 
its editorial influence. The Providence Journal agrees to 
the need for better school facili~ies, but wonders at times 
whether the city can afford the cost. The woonsocket Call 
is particularly disturbed about the sanitary conditions of 
the schools and their resulting effect on the children. The 
Westerly Sun sums up its editorial attitude by claiming that 
the need for adequate school buildings is the next problem to 
proper teachers' salaries.~/ The Pawtucket Times shows con-
1/ PJ 
2/ we 
10/16/44 
11/4/46 
3/ PJ 
4/ PT 
10/2/44 
2/28/48 
5/29/47 
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cern for the condition of the schools and urges expansion of 
school buildings where needed . Only the Newport Daily News 
fails to state its position on school buildings. 
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CHAPTER XI 
SELDOM MENTIONED TOPICS 
There are several areas which are cons idered very es-
sential by the school administrator which receive little or 
no mention in the editorials of Rhode Island newspape r s . 
The table below indicates the type of cri t ical opinion 
that the six Rhode Island newspapers individually and as a 
group adopt toward the subject of "adOlt education and ex-
tensio n work". The last column shows the relative rank of 
"adult education and extension work" as compared with the 
other major educational topic s which redeive editorial at-
te ntion. 
TABLE XI. TOPICAL REFERE NCES TO ADULT E0UCATION I N THE 
~ EDITORIALS OF THE DAILY NEWSPAPERS I N RHOD!E ISLAND 
~ ~ 
Adversely 
Newspaper Total Favorable Neutral Critical Rank 
ws 4 4 0 0 8 
PJ 4 2 0 2 9 
I 
NDN· 3 3 I 0 0 7 
\WC I 3 3 0 0 8 
I 
I I PVT I l l 0 I 0 7 I 
PT I 0 I 0 I 0 0 11 
Totals 15 13 0 2 10 
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Two references only are made to adult evening classes 
for Americanization and citizensh i p training . The Pawtuxet 
Valley Times urges the citizens of West Warwick to attend 
evening school to learn to speak the English language better. 
This instruction by competent teachers will 
pay big dividends and bring success instead l/ 
of failure in this land of keen competition.-
The Newport Daily Neww scores the poor attendance at 
Americanization classes. 
There is need of new blooq. There is need 
for us to learn the culture of other peoples, 
to absorb what is g ood in them.2/ 
The advantages to the children of education for parents 
are stressed in three editorials. An evening school in San 
Francisco for parents of delinquent children receives the 
following comment: 
On the surface the idea seems to have con-
siderable merit. At least the results ob-
tained by San Franci s co would be worthy of 
c?nsig7ration by Woon s ocket or any other 
Cl ty .-
Education for special ~roups receives some editorial 
comment. The Westerly Sun mentions a school for diplomats. 4 
A special week of training for firemen gains the attention 
. 5/ 
of the Woonsocket Call.- A new course to provide education 
for peace receiyes praise.~/ High school pupils who have lef 
school are urged to take advantage of evening school facili-
1/ PVT 
2/ NDN 
11/24/45 
9/23/44 
3/ we 
4/ rlS 
8/17/44 
8/7/45 
5/ we 
6/ ~·rs 
10/30/47 
1/15/46 
t . 1/ 21 les.- Special training for farmers is mentioned.-
Mass education of adults is cited in two editorials. 
The Providence Journal looks with faYor on Dr. Hutchins' 
program for fifteen million adults through the use of the 
world's great books. 3/ Residents of Newport are urged to 
4/ 
take advantage of extension courses at the high school.-
VOCATIONAL AND PROFESSIONAL TR!AINING 
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Three references appear concerning the need for nurses 
and improved training for nurses.~/ 
The table on page 95 indicate s the type of critical 
opinion that the six Rhode Island newspapers individually 
and as a group adopt toward the subject of "extra-curricular 
activities" 1'. The last column shows the relative rank of 
"extra-curricular activities" as compared with the other 
major educational topics which receive editorial attention. 
Though sixth in Foster's study, editorial references to 
extra-durricular appear in eleventh place in the Rhode Is-
land newspapers with a total of only fourteen references. 
It is interesting to note that Foster finds "King Footballu 
second in terms of high frequency of mention. The Rhode Is-
land papers have only seven allusions to football and other 
sports. Of these references some are adversely critical, 
especially that of the Pawtudiket Times in commenting on the 
1/ PJ 
2/ ws 
10/19/43 
12/21/47 
3/ PJ 
4/ NDN 
9/21/46 
9/30/44 
NDN 1/21/44 
~/ NDN 7/29/46 
PJ 10/19/47 
huge expenditures for ~hletic s : 
Yet some way must be found to reduce ex-
penses also and people are beginning to 
ask how about the tremendous expansion 
in school sports. Is it .necessary to 
spe nd all f~e money that is spent on 
athletics?-
T.ABLE XII. TOPICAL REFERE NCES TO EXTRA~CURRICULAR 
ACTIVITIES IN THE EDITOni ALS OF THE 
DAILY NEWSPAPERS IN RHODE ISLAND 
Adversely 
Newspaper Total Favorable Neutral Critical 
NDN 4 4 0 0 
PJ 4 1 0 3 
ws 3 2 1 0 
I 
we 2 I 2 0 0 
PT 1 0 I 0 l 
I 
! 
PVT 0 0 I 0 0 
Total s 14 9 1 4 
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Rank 
5 
9 
11 
9 
10 
9 
11 
Tbe Providence Journal calls a plan to spend one million 
dollars for a football stadium neco nomically absurd and stu-
pid.'~ 
];_/ PT 1/28/47 .E,/ PJ 12/24/47 
Not so critical is the Newport Daily News in its wel-
come to the basketwall teams partic ipating in the Catholic 
l/ Basketball Tournament.- The Woonsocket Call prai s es the 
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football teams and coaches of Woonsocket, Burrillville, and 
Northbridge. 2/ The \"fe sterly Sun expresses cone ern over the 
desire of a li quo r dealer to establish his business near the 
athletic field. 3/ 
What children do outside of school hours receives scant 
editorial comment. The Providence Journal praises the es-
tablishment of the teen-age canteens . .i/ The woonsocket Call 
commends the high school principal and the mo thers for their 
clever solution of the students' desire 
to make a school prom the excuse for a gala 
evening spen~1 anywhere but on the school 
· dance fl oor.-
A n os talgic note appears in the Newport Daily News abo ut 
the school band 
It is because the average American l oves 
a band that the reorganization6Jf school bands is so welcome each fall.-
School administrators have a great deal of concern for 
efficiency in teaching . Many hours are spent in the ~tempt 
to improve instruction. The editorial pages of the Rhode 
Island ne~spapers, however, sh ow almost a complete lack of 
1/ NDN 
2/ we 
3/21/45 
12/2/44 
3/ ws 
4/ PJ 
11/2/45 
1/24/45 
5/ we 1/16/46 
6/ NDN 10/8/45 
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interest in methodology. Only two references appear. The 
Westerly sun is critical of the teaching of English language 
and grammar.l/ It advises more drill as an effective way to 
teach gramm&tr 
AUdio-visual aids receive the enthusiastic support of 
the Newport Daily News 
SMdents who are instructed in this fashion 
learn over one-third more than those who 
were not. In addition, it is reported 
that those using them remember what they 
have be~y taught more than half again 
1 onger .-
SUMMARY 
Though there is little editorial interest in adult edu-
cation, what comment there is shows a favorable attitude to-
ward the extension of education to the adult level, and is 
largely confined to special training for selected groups. 
Citizenship training for adults is mentioned only twice. 
Only a total of five editorials appear about the sub-
jects of vocational and professional training and methods of 
teaching. This lack of interest in these matters which are 
so important to educators may be disturbing to those in the 
field of education. 
The news on education in most newspapers is largely 
with extra-curricular activities. It is surprising to note 
that the editorial writers pay little attention to this sub-
];/ t"lS 9/25/46 _g/ NDN 3/25/46 
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ject, and that forty per cent of the editorials are adverse-
ly critical. 
CHAPTER XI I . 1 
EDITORIALS ON MISCELLANEOUS SUBJECTS 
There are, thirty-two editorials on a variety of sub-
jects, most of which are one of a kind, on subjects other 
than those already discussed. 
ADULT ORGANIZl~.TIONS 
The only topic 'to receive other than single mention 
is that of Parent-Teacher Associations, pa,rent and alumni 
groups. The_ increase in the membership of the Newport 
Parent-Teacher Association is praised. 
It could, of course, be even more effective 
if it had the support, by active member-
ship, of the parents of more of the 
.students, fathers as well as mothers. 
Its aims and yurposes should appeal to 
every parent!.. 
The plan to form a parent-teacher group in woonsocket 
receives editorial support. 
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Too often parents see the teacher through the eyes of 
the child and too often the teacher judges all parents by 
his or her contact with a few • In either case the situa-
tion may develop that will prove detrimental to the pupil 
throughout the school career.2/ 
Adult interest in education is desirable, and the wi' se 
educator seeks such interest. 
}/ NDN 12/18/46 _gl we 12/13/47 
Recognizing that adult interest is just 
as essential to public education as the 
money those same adults contribute to it, 
in the form of taxes, some school systems 
have organized joint groups of teachers 
and laymen to work t7ogether on unmet school needs.--- - --.! 
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Both West Warwick and Coventry are ad vi sed to revive 
their Alumni Associations.2f 
Parents in Providence are urged to attend school dur-
ing National Education Week. 31 
EDUCATION. ABROAD 
Some insight is afforded into education in other coun-
tries. England is attempting to provide education for 
more children.-11 The education of Princess Elizabeth is a 
matter of editorial interest. 51 Field Marshal Alexander of 
England recognizes the superiority of a good education 
rather than the attendance at an exclusive school. 
Leaders of the right sort are what the 
world needs more than it needs treaties 
and alliances, and the most important 
thing is not whether they come from an 
exclusive school or one that is attended 
by the poor and obscure.~/ 
Chi li.e is embarking on a program of model school build-
ing.!/ India is sending many pupils to America to gain ad-
f . d t• 81 vantages o Amer1can e uca 1on .-
I/ we 3J 221 46 
2/ PVT 7/25/46 
31 PJ llli!>?/ 45 
4/ PJ 
51 PT 
6/ PT 
7128144 
9/27 I 43 
3/19/46 
71 we 
8/ NDN 
1/11# 44 
6}20145 
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MISCELLANY 
Of the several one-of-a-kind editorials the most in-
teresting will be discussed here. Two cartoons on educa-
tion depict Petrillo's interference with a music school 
in Michigan,l/ and the need for safe driving with the start 
of school.:E/ S'tamp collecting is one avenue to gaining an 
education. 31 B'asic English with its 850 word vocabulary 
may ease some of the language problems. 41 The strike of 
janitors in New York City is the responsibility of the 
politicians who make promises and fail to keep them.51 The 
school census reveals interesting shifts of population in 
Providence .il 
The status of present-day education in the United 
States receives adverse criticism with the statement that 
whereas our prisons, mental asyl ums, and poor houses are 
crowded, only f ifty percent of the citizens have completed 
the eighth grade, only twenty-five percent have high 
school diplomas, and a mere five percent have college 
7./ degrees.-
TJ PVT 
2/ PJ 
2/15/45 
9/30/46 
3/ 'WC 
4/ PVT 
4/14./47 
9/25/43 
5/ PT 
6'! PT 
:J./ EC' 
1-2/6/44 
5128/44 
10/13/44 
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CHAPTER XI I I 
INFORMATION OBTAINED FROM THE QUESTIOI\TNAIRES 
This chapter is a summarization of the results obtained 
from the four replies received to the questionnaries to the 
editorial writers and to the superintendents in the co~mun-
ities having a local daily newspaper. 
THE QUESTIONNAIRE TO THE EDITORIAL WRITERS 
Total circulation. The four newspapers replying to this 
questionnaire had a total circulation of 236,855. How many 
duplications of readers are involved this study cannot de-
termine. Also the extent to which the e di tori al s are read 
is difficult to know. Whether Hut chins is right in claim-
ing there is little reader interest in the editorialJ:.Iis a 
subject for additional research. However, it is a fact that 
in a small state such as Rhode Island with a total popul a-
tion of about 800 ,000, there is one newspaper for almost ev-
ery three citizens. 
Writers of editorials. One of the newspapers replied that 
most of its editorials were syndic a ted. The other thr ee 
make no use of the syndicated editorial. 
Various individuals or g roups of individuals are res-
ponsibl e for the writing of editorials. Two of the news-
papers depend almost entirely on a separate editorial staff , 
On one of these t wo newspapers; the managing editor writes 
1/ See p. 17 
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an occasional editorial. The other t wo newspapers utilize 
editorials wri t ten by the publisher, the managing editor, 
the re porters, and the city editor. 
Edi torial policy. Two of the newspapers re ported that their 
editorials did not follow any political p a rty line, the th ' 
wa s Republican , while the fourth left this que s tion unans-
wered. 
Only one ne wspaper rep or ted the holding of editori a l 
p olicy meetings; none claimed to have a predetermined edi-
torial policy toward the school system . 
On two ne wspapers the editorial policy is determined 
by the publisher. On a thir d the publisher and the manag -
ing editor are responsible for the ~d~torial poli cy . The 
fou:th ne wspaper formulates its editorial policy throu gh the 
cooperative effort s of the publisher, the editor, the edi-
torial staff, and the a s sociate editor. 
Only one newspa~er has had a ch anging editorial policy 
in the five years covered by this s tudy. Thi s n ewspap er re-
ports, ~our editorial p olicies are not static , but e volve 
constantly as conditions change and ne w problems arise. n 
~J~rs of editori a ls on education. None of the newspapers 
uses a sp e cial education editor. The writers of the edi-
torials on education are ch iefly the same edi t orial staff 
t hat write t he majority of the editorial s . 
Acauisi tion of material for the editorials on education. Two 
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newspape rs obtain news releases from the school department , 
three make use of annual and other scho ol reports . Three 
send reporte t~ s to school committee meeting s . The same three 
gain information through attendance at school affairs. Two 
newspapers have telephone contacts with the school. Two have 
a re gular school 11 beat 11 • Only one utilizes pupil reporters. 
One arranges for interviews wit h membe rs of the Parent-Tea-
cher Association and with school officials. 
Sources for editorials o n educati on . All newspaper s make 
use of news stories, educational pub lications, and publica-
tions on tax and other finance procedure s . 
One newspaper m~kes school visits, and two use observa-
tion as sources for editorials on education. 
None of the newspapers feels the schools are doi ng an 
adequate job of informing the newwpapers of the work the 
schools are do ing. One new sp aper flatly claims the sch ools 
are doing a b ad job of providing information, two admit the 
schools are doing a "somewhat" adequate job, the fourth new 
pa~er i s noncommittal. 
Executive school committee m eetir:@ are lis ted by t wo 
n ewspap ers as handic app i ng the acquisition of information 
on education . Three blame the lack of knowledge of news -
pap er tech n ique s by school officials. Two complain of the 
failure of school officials to release news on ti me. One 
newsp aper bluntly lays the fault to 11 in the main, politic s 11 • 
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Another newspaper criticizes the failure o f school off icials 
"to understand what is, and what is not, news". A third 
newspa.tJer feels the schools have a "fear of unfavorable pub-
1 i ci ty 11 and s how traditionally conservative attitudes 11 • 
Suggestions for the improvement of press-school relations. 
Two newspape rs have sugges tions to offer. One re p orts, "1 
should say in ge neral ther e is a lack of appreciation as to 
what constitutes news and the value of its timeliness on the 
part of most school departments . " The other advises, " Since 
newspapers are indisputably the best medium for convey ing 
information, school officials should change their attitude, 
take papers in thei r confidence, discuss problems with them 
wi th a view toward developing the best p ossible angles. At-
tempts to hi de or suppress news are always 1 ooked upon with 
susp icion, even if there is a legitimate reason for not want 
ing a pe.rticular item used. Teachers should be primed to 
pa.tJers know of interesting little incidents, even if they 
seem minor the public likes to know what g oes on in class." 
QUESTIONNAIRE TO THE SUPERINTE].\]D;ENTS 
Attitude of the local paper toward the v a rious phase s of the 
school program. The four superintendents who replied to the 
questionnaire felt that the newspapers had almost a complete-
ly favorable attitude toward the school system. One super-
intendent did not think the newspaper editorials could be 
broken down into classifications, but he felt the general 
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attitude to be favorable. Another superintendent claimed n~ 
to know the attitude of his local newspaper on the matter of 
buildings and equipment. 
Methods of rele a sing information to the newspaper s . All 
four superinte ndents make use of n e ws releases, annual and 
other reports, i nvitati ons to the p re s s to attend sch ool a f-
fairs and telephoned information to the newspaper s . On e 
school committee refuses permission to the press to attend 
s ch ool committee meetings . Two sup erintendents inform the 
n e wspapers through the regular s chool rep orters and t hrou gh 
pupil reporters. One superintendent g ives news to the reg-
u1~r · reporter on his periodic visits to the school office. 
Are the newspapers doing an adequate job of interpreting the 
schools to the community? Three superintendents think they 
are • The fourth feels they are not, but blames the schools 
more than the press . 
One superintend ent feels that the newspapers would do 
a better job at school news if they had a better understand-
ing of school problems, and more ne wspap er coverag e. Another 
criticizes the public's indifference to school ne ¥s . 
Suggestions for the i mprovement of school-press r ela t ions . 
The superintendents on the whole are satisfied with scho ol -
press relations. One superintendent re ports, 11Press rela-
tions ex tremely satisfactory," but feels that tt would help 
to h ave a school neww column written by school personnel. 
10'7-
Another superintendent notes, 11 The 1 ocal pap er g ives the 
sc h ools as much space as we need at all times. 11 A third 
superintendent feels the schools could do a better job if 
neither the superintendent or one of the faculty could find 
suf f icient time to cover publicity through the papers. Gen-
erally speaking, our press is · willing to cooperate fully . n 
SUMMARY 
The newspapers are more critical by far of the schools ' 
f a ilure to cooperate with the dissemination of information 
than are the schools of the newsp ap ers' use and interpre-
tation of such information. If the newspapers are correct, 
the fault for poor press-relations lies primarily with the 
school authorities, who resort to executive school committee 
meetings, who fail to know what is and what is not news, who 
tend t o be conservative and afraid of newspaper publicity, 
and who in at least one case are hampered by politics. 
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CHAPTER XIV 
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 
The purposes of this investigation have been three fold: 
(1) to determine whether the educator':·s of 
Rhode Island are receiving the support 
of the press 
(2) to discover how educators and the press 
may work together for an improvement of 
the school sy stem 
(3) to compare the editorial interest in 
education in the state of Rhode Island 
with the editorial interest nationwide 
as compared by Foster i n his study. 
Al\.10UNT AND TYPE OF EDITORIAL CRITICISM ON EDUCATION 
The Rhode Island editoriali sts from July 1, 1943 through 
June 30, 1948 wrote a t otal of 593 editorials on education. 
Of the total editorials written (35995), only 1.7fo were on 
education. How significant this figure is canno t be accu-
rately determined without considering all other subjects for 
e ditorials, but it can at least be noted that Fo s ter's study 
showed an editorial interest in education of about 3 .5fo , more 
than twice the Rhode Island amount. 
In twenty-five metropolitan newspapers over a period of 
five years Foster found 8,939 editorials on education. The 
six Rhode Island newspapers had 593 editorials on education. 
Every one of the twenty-five newspapers in Foster's study, 
except the New York Daily News, had more editorials on edu-
cation than any of the Rhode Island newspapers. It is read-
ily apparent that the Rhode Island editorial interest in edu-
cation is substantially below the nationwide interest, at 
least on the basis of the two studies under comparison. 
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There is a very close similarity in the amount of ad-
verse criticism i n b oth studies. Slightly less than one of 
every four topical references to education in the Rhode Is-
land pres s ar e adversely critical of education, an amount of 
22. 89fo . Foster found 23.2fo of the editorials on education 
in the metropolitan newspapers to be adversely critical . 
These fi gures give ample evidence that the general attitude 
of the press toward education is not one of hostility, as 
often schoolmen are likely to think. 
There are some similarities in the amount of editorial 
attention that the major subjects receive in the two studies. 
11 Finance 11 ranks third in both investigations; "curriculum" 
is sixth in Rhode Island, s·eventh nationwide. Probably even 
more significant is that there is a marked similarity in the 
position of four of the .five topics that receive the least 
editorial edition. "Buildings B.f!.d equipment", nmethods of 
teaching", "adult education 11 , and "vocational and profession-
al education" can be found at the bottom of both lists. 
Though no a nalysis of editorials on "c ollegeu was made 
in the Rhode Island study, the editorials have been included 
in the totals to aid in a compariso n with Foster ' s study. It 
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is h ighly significant that in both cases a much greater pro-
p ortion of editorial attention is paid to ncollegen than any 
other subject in the educational field. Foster's study has 
37.lfo of the editor i als related to some phase of college, 
the Rhode Island total is 20.25fo. These figures may be rath-
er disturbing to public school administrators wh o are respon-
sible for much larger numbers of pupils. 
ATTITUDE OF NE WSFAPERS TO'lJ'UARD EDUCATION 
The criticism in the Rhode Island newspapers is, on the 
whole, favorable. Teachers receive strong support from the 
press, and praise is comparatively liberal. There is concern 
about the teacher shortage and the salaries of teachers. The 
only major bit of adverse criticism is leveled at teachers 
who turn to strikes . 
The importance of the pupil in the educati onal picture 
is s tressed editorially. Much advice is given the pupil to 
remain in school, and parents are urged that it is their res-
ponsibility to prevent juvenile delinquency. 
The subject of finance is one of the few that receives 
a large share of adverse criticism, and the only one that 
receives more adverse criticism than favorable. It is the 
two larger newspapers (in Providence and Pawtucket) that are 
especially critical of the expenditures for education. Local 
spending for education, state sup port of schools , and federal 
aid to education are all scrutinized and all in varying de-
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grees are cri ticized . 
nEducation in wartime" is a topic that appears only in 
the Rhode I sland study. The problems created by the 11 G. I." 
bill are considered from many angles. There is stron g and 
enthusiastic support for the desire of servicement to obtain 
an education , and for the excellent plan to provide it for 
them. Only an insignificant ~nount of adverse criti cism ap-
pears. 
The administration of the schools receives a consider-
able amount of adverse criticism, especially from the 1, con-
socket Call. There is much admonition that the school com-
mittees should face their task squarely and honestly. As 
Foster also learned, there is editorial evidence that the 
responsibility for go od education is placed by the writers 
more on the school committee than on the superintendent. 
There is very little comment on the superintendent and his 
duties and responsibilities. 
The editorials on the curriculum are to an appr eciable 
extent adversely critical. Though, in some quarters, there 
is a desire to adhere to the traditional subject matter, th~ 
is generally a rather healthy outlook and a desire for im-
proved courses that will provide a better education for the 
children. 
The greatest disparity in maj or topics between Foster 1 s 
study and this investigation is in the subject of "purposes 
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and value of education". Foster found this to rank first, 
whereas it appears far down in eighth place in the Rhode Is-
land study with only twenty-five comments. These comments 
are on the whole, very favorable. Concern for a liberal ed-
ucation is expressed, character education is stressed, and 
a higher level of education is urged. 
There is substantial adver se criticism on the condition 
of buildings. However, it is the type of criticism that a 
good administrator hopes for. It indicates a desire to im-
prove the situation, and an i mpatience that bad educational 
surroundings are allowed to endure. 
Of the little editorial interest pai'd to "adult educa-
tion and extension work", 11 voca ti onal and professional train 
ingu, ,,extra-curricular activities 11 , and "methods of teach-
ingn, very little adverse criticism alJpear s. Some interest 
appears for citizenship training for adul t :•, an astonishing 
small amount of editorials refer to extra-curricular activi-
ties. 
CONCLUSIONS 
From the analysis of the editorials on education and 
from t he replies to the t wo questionnaires it is possible to 
draw a few general conclusions that maY be of interest and 
value to the editorial writers and to the educators 
The responsibilities of the editors. The analysis of the 
editorials makes it quite apparent that the editorial writ en 
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in Rh ode Island are chiefly concerned about education from 
the position of costs. There is little objection to educa-
tion as such . The desirability of a good education finds 
staunch support on the editori al pages . The value of good 
teachers is stressed , the need for good buildings is point-
ed out. All these and other phases of educ a tion are sup-
ported by the editors until it comes to a question of finan-
cing. At this point the support becom es almost nonexistent. 
There is nowhere in the editorial pages of the Rhode Island 
newspapers from July 1, 1943 through June 30, 1948 a con-
certed effort t o convince the readers of the need to s pend 
su f ficient money to obtain worthwhile educ a tion and educa-
tional facilities for the c hildren . The editorial writers 
cannot excuse themselves on the grounds that it is not their 
responsibility to "get on the bandwagon 1r for education. It 
is easy to find with in this same period causes of no greater 
i mp ortan ce for which aseries of str ong editorials has ap-
peared, and wherein reader supp ort has been enlisted. 
In other words, it seems that in spite of the apparent 
look of strong disapproval of education, there is a disturb-
ing absence of a crusading and an aggressive spirit in the 
cause of education. The only newspaper that may be said to 
have approached this goal of strong support for education is 
the Woonsocket Call in its courage ous stand dn an allegedly 
dishonest school committee. More such stands are needed on 
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the editorial pages of the Rhode Island newspapers. 
There is also need for the newspapers to make a greater 
effort to obtain school news. In most cases, the obtaining 
of school news is considered one of the minor and incidental 
jobs of a reporter. 
Responsibilities of the educators. The duties of the educa-
tor are clear. There is need for him to inspire greater 
confidence in the school system by the press. This he can 
bring about by working for the abolishment of news and in-
formational barriers. School committee meetings should be 
open to the public. The press should be urged and encourag-
ed to attend. Some individual within the school system, 
trained in newspaper and school techniques , should provide 
for the press information on various phases of the school 
program. Through such di ssemina ti on of i nforrna ti on it would 
seem possible to enlist greater editorial support in the 
cause of education. There seems to be sufficient editorial 
evidence that the writers have either little knowle dge or 
little interest about many phases of the school program 
which are so important to educators . A good program of news 
dissemination will serve to let the school program speak for 
itself. If it is a good program, it is more likely to gain 
editorial support. 
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(Sample QUestionnaire to the Editorial staffs) 
Inquiry on Editorials on Education in Rhode Island Newspapers 
l . Name of Newspaper ______________________ Total Circulation __ _ 
2. Circulation broken down by counties 
figures for any year since 1943) 
Providence Bristol 
Kent -- Washington 
Other---
(li st approximate 
Newport 
Pawtuxet--
3 . Writers of editorials (check any and all answers that ap-
ply to your newspapers) 
a. Are editorials written by the staff? All __ Most 
b. Who writes the editorials? some None 
c. 1. The editorial staff? 
2. Reporters? __ ---
3. Editorial staff and Reporters? 
4. City Editor? __ 
5. Managing Editor? 
6. Publisher? --
7. Editorial syndicate? 
8. Speaial Writer? 
9. List others-------------------
4. Editorial policy (check any and all answers that apply to 
your nev'JSpaper) 
a. Do the editorials follow a political party line? 
Yes No If so~ v!Jhi ch party? ---:--=~---::-:----
b. Does the newspaper staff hold editorial policy meeting 
Yes No 
c. Is there a pr edetermined editorial policy toward the 
school system? Yes No 
d. Check which of the following determine the editorial 
policy 
1. The publisher 5. The editorial staff 
2. The managing editor___ 6 . The advertisers __ --
3. The city editor__ 7. The public 
4. The staff as a whole 8. List other---
e. Has there been any change in the editorial p-o~l~i-c_y_o~f~~ ~ 
the nevvspajJ er within the 1 ast five years? Yes No 
If so, what was the past policy ------------------
5. Editorials on Education (check answers which apply to 
your newspaper) 
a. Who writes the editorials on education? 
1 . Education editor 
2. Editorial staff 
11 6 
3. School reporter 
--4. Reporters __ 
5 . Editorial staff and reporters _ 
6. City editor 
7. Managing editor 
8. Publisher -
9. Editorial Syndicate 
10. Special writer --
ll. Li s t others --
6 . Acquisition of material for editorials on education (che~ 
the answers that appl y to your news pap er) 
a. How is information obtained from the school dept.? 
1 . Through n e ws releases from the school dept.? 
2. Through annual and other school reports ---
3. Through attendance at school commit t ee meetings 
4 . Through attendance a t scho ol affairs --
5. Through telephone co ntacts with the school _ _ 
6 . Through a r egular school nbeatn __ 
7. Through pupi 1 reporters __ 
8. Through what other means --------------------------
b . ll'lhat are the sources for the editorials on educatiorft 
1. News stories 
2. Educational publications 
3 . Publications on tax and other finance procedures __ 
4. School visits 
5 . Observation 
6 . Editorials inother newspapers_ 
7. List others ~-----------------------------------------
c. Do y ou feel the schools are doing an adequate job of 
informing the newspapers of the work they are doi ng? 
Yes No somewhat 
d. Which of the following handicap the newspapers's re-
ceiving information on education? 
1. Executive school committee meetings 
2. Uncooperative attitude of school officials _ 
3. Lack of knowled g e by school officials of news-
paper techniques __ 
4. Failure of school officials to release news on 
time 
5. Indiffer ence of public to school news __ 
6 . L i s t other s ~-----------------------------------------
7. Please li st any suggestions you may have whi ch 
wil l improve the relations be tween the schools 
and the press. ______________________________________ _ 
(Sample QUestionnaire to the SUperintende nts) 
The Relationship between the Schools and the 
Newspapers in the State of Rhode I sl and 
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I. Please check the answer that seems to fit most closely 
the attitude of your local paper toward the phases of the 
school program listed below. 
Topic Favor-
able 
Adversely 
Critical 
Neu-
tral 
Don't know 
a. Teachers 
b . Pupils 
c. School Financing 
d. Administration 
e . curriculum 
f . Buildings and 
equipment 
g . Adult education 
h . Extra-curricular 
act ivities 
i . vocational educatio n 
j. Methods of teaching 
II. Please check the methods you use to g et information to 
newspap&lrs 
III . 
a. News release 
b . Annual and other reports __ 
c. Permission to press to attend school committee meet 
d . 
e. 
f . 
g . 
h . 
(a) 
( b) 
ings 
Invitation to press to attend school affairs __ 
Telephoned information to the new spapers __ 
Throu gh the re gular school reporters 
Th rou gh pupil reporters _ --
Other means----------------------------------------~---
Do you feel the newspapers are doing an adequate 
job of interpreting the schools to the community? 
Yes No Somewhat 
Which of the following interfere with the mwspap-
er ' s handling of schools news? 
1. A partisan editorial policy __ 
2. Editorializing on i nsufficient inf ormation 
3 . Newspaper ' s lack of understanding of school pro-
blems 
4. In sufficient n e wsp a p er cover age of the schoo l s_ 
5. Indifference of the public to school news 
I 
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6 . Lack of cooperation between the press and school 
au thori ties 
-7. List others 
IV. Please 1 i st any suggestions you may have whi ch can im-
prove the relations between the school and the pr e s s in 
y our communi ty 
I 
' 
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TABLE XIII. TOPICAL REFERENCES TO EDUCATI CN I N ALL THE 
DAILY NEW'SPAPERS OF RHODE ISLAND 
ACCORDING TO FREQUENCY OF MENTION 
Topics Favor- Neu - Adversely Total fo of 
able tral Critic al Refs . Total 
1 . Teacher s 63 7 24 94 14.10 
2. Pupils 53 10 18 81 12.15 
13. Fi nance 30 I 8 33 71 10.65 I 
I 
147 ,4. Educati on in war tine 7 6 60 9 . 0 0 
' 
134 I 15. Administration 4 1 8 56 8 . 40 I ! j 
I I 6 . curricul um 26 5 12 43 
Fads & Fri 11 s 4 1 I 4 9 7.95 
17 . Value of Educatio j l 
I Purp oses tr 1 5 4 I 6 25 3.75 I 
' 
8 . BUi ldings & I 
equipment 1 4 2 8 24 3.60 
9 . Adt..11-t education 
& e xtension work 3 0 2 1 15 2 .25 
19 . Extr a-Curricular 
Activities 9 l 4 114 2 . 10 
11. vocational & 
professional 
education 2 0 1 3 0.45 
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TABLE XIII . (continue d ) 
! 
Topics Favor- Neu - Adv ersel y Total foof 
able tral Critical R efs . Total 
1 2 . Methods of 
I teaching I l 0 l 2 0.30 
I 
I 
College 94 23 14 131 
c ·oll ege Athletic 2 2 0 4 20 .25 
I I Miscellaneous 
(unranked) 22 8 2 32 4.80 
I I 
I 
I Tot al s 429 82 I 153 664 l 99.65 I 
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